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»SWAMUI’S CONTRIBUTION TO VEDANTA

Sri Sri Prakashanandendra Saraswathi Swamiji,
Holenarasipura

Vedanta is a method of teaching that unfolds the Truth of oneself. Shri

Shankaracharya had made the prakriya clean and perfect by purging many

unwanted accretions that made their way due to passage of time. But

unfortunately the same thing happened again over a period of time after him. The

post Shankarite Vedantins except Sureshvaracharya brought in some arguments

and explanations from other traditions that were rejected by Acharya Shankara

and put them in Sankara’s tradition of Advaita. This point is not known to most of
the post-Shankarite Vedantins who thought that all the post-Shankarite Vedanta is

Shankara Vedanta only, although there are many deviations within it. Shri Appayya
Dikshita, a well known Vedantic scholar had compiled most of these internal
variations in his famous work, Siddhanata Lesha Sa jr 1a. It is a book worth
reading in order to know the variations in the Veda :ic praki ra that have
developed after Shri Shankara. Although it is not exhaustive one finds most of them
in it.

Pujya Swami Satchidanandendra Saraswati had a great devotion to Sri Shankara
and a jijnasa for his teachings. Moreover he had clearest t nking by his very
nature. Hence he started his Vedantic study to learn and understand the truth

directly from the Bhashyas

alone, unlike the tradition which teaches first some post-Shankarite prakarans.
Thus Swamiji was lucky to have a direct exposure to Bhashyas alone. Hence, it was
he who paid serious attention to these differences between Shankarite and post-
Shankarite Vedanta prakriya.

These differences are not simply technical and sholastic but relate to sadhana as
well as an intuition of the truth. These different explanations given by Pujya
Swamiji are based on Shankara’s own words occuring in the Prasthana traya
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2) Brahma Lakshanam
The Vyakhyanakaras have taken the rule of Naiyayikas such as CI&UTHHIUMG]

Eﬂﬁﬁr@a which means, a fact is to be established both by its unique feature and a
pramana. Again they divided the lakshana the unique feature into two. One,
Swarupalakshana, which means its intrinsic nature constituting its unique feature
and two, Tatasthalakshana incidental feature constituing its unique feature.

Swamiji holds that trying to know something through its lakshana, a unique
feature is not applicable to Brahman, because it is devoid of any feature like

drvaya, guna, etc. that facilitates a usage of speech as well as thought. Secondly
Shruthi does not and need not use such inference as a means to know Brahman,

Hence the right way is as the Bahshyakara himself said, XIRd qd ..
HAGHARIIUHEANTd ST GO e : URUe | @A -3¢ “Shastras
constitutes a pramana to help one intuite the Atman by way of negating its non-
Brahmic nature that is imposed on it.” (Gita. Bha 2-18).

Even the Shruti such as gdl dl sﬁTﬁ %Tﬁ S ... (?f 3-2-3 Is teaching in its

Agama way alone and is not adopting an inference. Secondly, it is not revealing
Brahman as the cause of the world but as the non-dual Brahman free from any
cause and effect relationship.

3) Which Brahman is the cause of the world the pure Brahma or! w ‘a or Jiva?

Firstly the karanatvam itself is not the aim of the Shruti’s teaching. But through the
adhyaropa of karanatvam it wants to teach the non-dual Brahman alone. (Su. Bha.

1-4-23-27)
4) How is Maya the kaaranam, independently or in combination with Brahman or as

an assistant to Brahman.

All these are wild imaginations of Vyakhyanakaras do not stand, because, there is
no such thing called Maya apart from Brahman. It is the Brahman alone that is
called as Maya or as if associated with Maya from the standpoint of name and form.
May and Brahman are not two thipes hence it can not be considered as an
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8) How does Brahman become Karta, the Creator?

If the Jagat were really existing and it was really created then a real creator was
required for it. In that case this question arises how does Brahman became a
Creator.

However Shastra is not trying to prove doership or creatorship of Brahman by
some means. The world itself being an Adhyasa, the creatorship of Brahman too is
imposed on him from the standpoint of the world; and by thus doing adhyaropa it
is doing an apavada of creatorship of anything else. The Shruti says ¥dTHIfda®!

BIECIER )

9) How does Brahman become Sarvajna?

The same answer given to the previous question shot 1 be applied here.
Sarvajnatvam is not a quality of Brahman because there is neither a real world nor
areal creation. Shruti is only doing adhyaropa of Sarvajnatvam on Brahman who is
all chaitanyam by nature.

10) Why does Jiva need a vritti unlike Ishwara?

Ishwara knows the objects through the Chaitanyam which always pervades t :m;
in other words, fa¥ar: 9T fRrerar: T4 Haf=Il However Jiva has sanghata or an
aggregate of deha, indriya etc which cover and obstruct his chaitanyam. Hence he
needs chidabhasa to pervade the objects in order to know them.

Only ten points are discussed here, that too very breifly. We shall see the
remaining points else where and in detail if possible.
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Sri Swamiji’s legacy for modern times
- Shri Subhanu Saxena, U.K.

As we celebrate the achievements of Sri Swami Satchidandendra of
Revered Memory (Sri Swamiji), I wanted to reflect on the legacy that his

life and works have left for us in the 21 century. Much of the discussion -

around his works centres on the controversies regarding his understanding

of the role of subsequent Post-Shankara advaita schools, and the apparent

dichotomy of views from Shankara’s commentaries on topics such as
Avidya /Adhyasa, Maya, the position of the Jiani. However, many
important contributions of Sri Swamiji that underpin these discussions have
been missed or downplayed and can lead to common misun rstandings of
his teachings. I would like to highlight a few importar ¢ :ments of his
legacy below. I do not aim to be comprehensive in this, but to1  :ly entice
the reader to be curious enough to delve deeper to tt teac gs of Sri
Swamiji with the hope that it aids their sadhana. We hope at the points
below can therefore be helpful to the earnest student:

1) Go o he: wurce

It is common amongst vedic scholars to encourage veda stu : 5 to

respect the source veda texts as primary in their studies. So much care and
attention is given to exactly memorise and pronounce the words whilst
chanting them, so we can be sure that the mantras recited today are as they
would have sounded in the bronze age. However, when it comes to
Shankara’s Vedanta, much of the debate amongst scholars relates to the
writings in subsequent commentaries or the hymns and stotras attributed to
Shankara, rather than the original commentaries by Shankara. I have heard
on numerous occasions that Shankara’s bhashya texts are dense and
obscure, so not a good starting place. However, my own experience has
been quite the opposite. I find a simplicity and clarity in Shankara that I
find both illuminating and inspiring. Sri Swamiji encouraged all serious
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s dents to return to the original commentaries to fully understand a topic
rather than from a subsequent text. As an example, those of us who have
studied with direct disciples of Sri Swamiji will learn by heart Shankara’s
introduction to his commentary on the Brahma Sutras, commonly known as
the Adhyasa bhashyam. In this short text, Shankara quotes no Shruti and
speaks from direct experience. He sets out the aim and purpose of the
Vedanta and the means to achieving knowledge that he will elaborate in his
main commentary. For me, the Adhyasa bhashyam has been an anchor in
my own journey, and I return to it as I would to a Shruti text. No doubt,
later works can help guide the earnest student (even Sri Swamiji read
Vivekachudamani as one of the first texts that inspired him, even though its
authorship is disputed), but one must always have the origin texts as the
reference point When in doubt, always ask “What did Shankara say?”.

2) The teachings are based on a universal ex 1 e sarvatrik -

anubhava

The teachings of the Vedanta would be useless if each of us had a
wholly person: experience of reality. However, 1 :rlying all
manifestations and phenomena is a fundamental Reality t it is common to
all of us, that only appears to be relative to us ignora . observers. Sri
Swamiji pointed out that this connecting fabric of Reality allows us to
reaffirm our practice in an actual experience of the Truth, as opposed to a
speculation of a truth that may accrue in the future. Our sa 1ana becomes a
repeatable, verifiable experiment. Sri Swamiji astutely showed us how
teachings on ignorance as well as teachings such as the 3 states can be
easily understood if we can relate it to that universal experience that is our
true nature. This is the route to avoid Sushka-tarka, or dry speculative logic.

mistaken as actual knowledge.

3) Re-invigorating the ancient method of Ve int

Much is made of how Swamiji has brought out the importance of the
half-shloka quoted by Shankara in his commentary on Gita Chapter 13
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Brihadaranyaka and Taittiriya Upanishad Bhashyas, or Suresvara’s
Naishkarmya Siddhi. I learned this from Sri Swamiji, who copiously quotes
Suresvara in his English and Sanskrit works. There is a precision and
sharpness of analysis that I find astounding in Suresvara’s works that can
easily clarify misconceptions and misunderstandings. As a concrete
example, there is much ink spilt over the correct understanding of the
phrase mithyajiianam, and whether it should be split as mithya+jianam a
simple misconception or mithya+ajiianam, introducing a more magical,
real-unreal quality to ignorance. In his Brihadaranyaka Upanishad Bhashya
Vartika (BUBV) 3.5.62, Suresvara is emphatic on t s point that
mithya+jfianam is the correct way of splitting this phrase to be interpreted
simply as a misconception without any intermediate re  y-unreality status:
“mithyajfianam anatmabham moha ityupadishyate”; * ilse knowledge is by
its nature a misconception and is that which is not-atme ( > >t real, only
notional).”. Also, we have this simple statement that our ignora :e is
simply a wrong notion “ajiidnam eva mithyadhih” BUBV 1. 1217. Our
ignorance is something imagined and is notion: , for know :dge can only
remove a false notion, not something with some grade of existence
“kalpyavidyaiva mat pakshe” SV 183a. Sri Swamiji p ted us i the
direction of Suresvara to help us remove any misundersta ngs of
Shankara’s teachings, but I see this as a still unfulfi : legacy of Sri
Swamiji. The study of Suresvara’s works is still woefully scant, 1d itis a
tragedy of modern times that these great works are fal 1g further into
obscurity. We must take up the challenge to demystify Suresvara’s
teachings and remove the misconceptions that they are too dense and
obscure for seekers. For me, the truth is the exact opposite.

5) Your sadhana can be infused with Bhakti and Jiana, as it
prepares you for the highest knowledge that can come only from
the Shruti texts themselves

The final point I wish to make regarding Sri Swamiji’s legacy relate to
two important misconceptions of Swamiji’s teachings: one by critics, and
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The upanisads have adopted this knowledge-technique of the natural world —
least extraneous or alien to a natural being — to arrive at the Self, which is the true
being of all. For instance, in the avasthatrayavidyd, the primary signification of Self is
begun with the waking state, and later on it proceeds to the dream and deep sleep
states to arrive at the true Self; in the pancakosavidya, the gross material body is
initially signified as the Self, and the signification gradually proceeds to the inner
‘bodies’, and arrives at the true Self finally. '

The identification and formalisation of this technique from the upanisad-s and
the works of Srimadadisankara by $r1 Svami is of paramount importance, and has
signified a critical and valid rational shift in the tradition of Vedanta.

Vanquishing the spurious malavidya

Mudlavidya is a persistent problem in religion — the need to identify, define and
get rid of what apparently causes this bound, ignorant, painful, and seemingly endless
state of all the beings. It is characterised as ‘Evil’ in the Abrahamic religions; appears
as agjidna, avidyd, Maya, Mahamaya, Gnavamala etc., in the re istic-pluralistic-
theistic schools of Indian philosophy; very surprisingly, a ‘Mara’ too somehow sneaks-
in in Buddhism, ough he ought not to have any place there. The one thing t is
common in most of these characterisations of the ‘cause’ — of birt de h, pain,
ignorance, bondage — is that it is a real and positive ontological entity; so are its
effects.

However, the ageless, unbroken tradition of the k >wledge of Ved ita, ably
succeeded and continued by Srimadadisankara, differs from a the other traditions by
identifying and declaring Atman-Brahman that is undifferentiz: :d by desa-kdla-nimitta
(space-time-causation) as the sole Reality of all that appears, as also the Reality of all
beings. As such, an apparent individual being is of the nature of nitya-suddha-buddha-
mukta (eternal-pure-awakened-free). The cause of this apparent bondage is
postulated as Maya, but is subsequently discarded too. This has been unambiguously
stated by Srimadadisankara in his commentary on the karikd-s of $ri Gaudapada:

Maya nama vastu tarhi naivam , sa ca maya na vidyate |
—“Therefore, there is no entity called Maya; It (She) does not exist.” — Sankarabha sya
on the Mandukyakarika IV-/viii.
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While Maya — postulated as the adjunct of 1svara and His inscrutable power
that does not bind Him — has thus been unambiguously discarded as nonentity by the
Master, the idea of Maya’s supposed counterpart at the level of the jiva that binds it —
termed as malavidya — has been persistently postulated by some post-
Srimadadisankara vedantin-s as a real, positive entity — bhavaripa.

One of the arguments posited in support of mdlavidyd springs from the
avasthatraya-prakriya. The argument is that despite the absence of the world and the
individual in deep sleep, the individual slips back to the waking state — as bound and
ignorant as ever — and hence that there evidently shoul be a latent, primordial,
ignorance in deep sleep which causes this persistence of bondage. This proposition,
and its likes, is the result of the wrong application of the adhyaropa—apavada-prakriya.

All we have are the three states of waking, dream a  deep sleep. Any solution
to escape these states in order to arrive at the Self that : 2 ired as Asamsari (non-
transmigrating), Aja (unborn) and Ekamevadvitiya (one without a second) in the
scriptures, must emerge from the analysis of these three states ¢ »ne, as there lie
nothing apart from nese in our direct experience. If thus, the inq ry into the three
states begins in = e waking state as “I have samsdra and hence | have avidyd”, and
ends with the deep sleep state as “I have (mdla)avidya an hence | h re samsédra”, it
simply results in anyondsrayadosa — fallacy of mutual dependence — between
samsara and avidya@ — with no way of escape. This is a major flaw in the eory of
malavidya.

That is not the deduction that ought to be made from the adhyaropa—apavada
technique as applied to the avasthatraya. The error in this approach is that it
inveterately superimposes the traits of the waking state ¢ the Self in deep sleep,
while they should have been done away with as apavada in the analysis of the waking
state itself; the error is of incomplete apavada (falsification or retraction) of the
previous adhyaropa before proceeding to the next one, and of unduly extrapolating it.
Moreover, as made clear by Srimadadisankara in his commentary on the Mandukya,
the ‘four limbs (states)’ of Om (including the Turiya) do not exist in parallel, but each
one is completely subsumed by the succeeding one.
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The truth to be observed and deduced in avasthatraya, instead, is the
questionability of the idea and reality of samsdra and avidyd that appear in the waking
state, and perhaps the dream state, and which are totally absent in deep sleep. For
something to be construed as real, it should exist always — kalatrayena yanna
paricchidyata (SGnkarabhdsya on the Kathakopanisat, Lii.xiv). Since the very ideas of
samsara, avidyd, bandha, moksn, desn, kdla, nimitta, and even the idea of
avasthatraya itself goes absent in susupti, the necessary deduction should be that all
of them are to be discarded as unreal due to their impermanent nature. All these
belong only to the waking state, and they appear and disappear alternately between
the three states. So, what in reality, what in everyday experience, and what in the
rationalisation of that experience cannot be real, cannot exist in theory either. Positing
such a theory is only a contradiction of what experience unmistakably asserts. One
does not experience samsdra and avidya in deep sleep, an_ conject i } them to be
present in deep sleep, after one wakes up, is an abject contradiction of experience and
also the wrong construal of the adhydropa—-apavada-prakriya.

The sole reality of the three states, therefore, is only the Self th :st: s as the
witness in wak g and dream states, and is bereft of even the ‘witness-hoc  in deep
sleep. The solution, therefore, does not lie in postulating the presence of a malavidya
in deep sleep, but it lies in ‘waking up to the deep sleep’ where there was only the Self.
It is the mind that creates the ideas of samsara, avidya, etc., and this min remains
absent in deep sleep, thereby making these ideas absent too. When we thus ‘wake up’
to our own nature in deep sleep, the mind becomes no-mind — like in deep sleep —
giving up all sankalpa-s (desires, will) at once, and results in a flash intuition of the Self,
which is also the Self of the all existence. 1is ‘waking up’ that sub 1ies the three
states within itself is, in reality, termed as Turiya. The naturally occurring (naisarg 1)
mutual superimposition of the subject and the object called adhyadsa, which is spoken
of by Srimadadisankara in the preamble of his comme tary on the Brahmasitra-s as
avidyd, also belongs only to the waking and dream states only. Thus, there is neither
avidyd nor getting rid of it, and the declaration in the Mandukyakarika that there is

neither a mumuksu nor moksa is in everybody’s everyday experience; one simply has
to wake up to it.
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In the light of this ascertainment, the perils.of teaching the positive existence of
malavidya to a seeker can be clearly realised. If a seeker has in his mind that “I do
indeed have malavidya and | have to get rid of it”, it only succeeds in keeping the
mind alive, which instead ought to be shedding the 'I' by resolving its identity into the
Self; it doesn’t allow the mind to become no-mind. Such a theory, when inculcated,
forcibly generates and sustains a manovrtti which is a very undesirable thing, as the
practice of nidhidhyasana lies in achieving the absolute quiescence of the mind
through the elimination of all possible vrtti-s This practic peril becomes evi :nt only
to a realised one, or a sincere sadhaka, as one would be forced to give up the palpable
experience of deep sleep where the Self alone is, and forced to look for something
beyond it. This also embodies the error of postulating two solu >ns, while one (deep
sleep) alone as all the significations of the other. The Sruti, which  com; ‘tely.
consistent with reason and experience, does not advocate or brook this.

Further, the idea of maldavidya is also inconsistent wit + teaching of the
Bhagavadgita, viz., ‘ndsato vidyate bhavo nabhdvo vidyate satalr. If malavidya is
indeed of bhavardpa, one can never hope to get rid of it, as wh really exists will
never go out of existence. The reason for postulating malavidya also seems to be the
result of analysing ‘others” experiences, and not one’s own experi¢ ce. the ‘others’
are realised as a part of one’s own experience, this idea does not find any logical or
experiential basis. 4

While this is the analysis of just one of the spurious roots of the theory of
malavidyd, there are several ot_)he’r instances of it in the works of post-
$rimadadiéankara vedantin-s. The two celebr ed Sanskrit works of $ri Svami — the
‘Milavidyaniasa or Sankarahrdaya’ and the ‘Vedantaprakriyapratyabhijfia’— have
answered and countered all those instances very deftly, and at the same time
elaborately explicated the adhyaropa-apavada-prakriya. This surely is an instance
Grace that is ever benevolent in guiding the beings of the world on the right path.

‘Abinavaisankara’ — establishing the heart of Vedanta and
Srimadadisankara

The light of Grace that was deft in juxtaposing the deviant streams of thoughts
against the heart of ancient method of Vedanta, and thereby in the ascertainment,
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the works of $rimadadiéankara. In this series, the sub-commentary on the Mandukya
Upanisad, called the Mandukyarahasyavivrtih, elaborately explains the place of the
kérikd-s of Sri Gaudapada in the history and tradition of absolutistic Vedanta. This
work is very valuable for the additional and important reason that it has at length
deliberated on the parallelisms between the Buddhistic tenets and that of the
Vedanta. It also discusses the claims of mutual influences between the two streams of
Indian thoughts, and the important points of variance between the two. This work has
a very unique place in the literature on Indian philosophy in general, and Vedanta in
particular, as this is perhaps the only work in Sanskrit that has dealt with comparative
studies of Vedanta and Buddhism. It is especially valuable for Vedanta, as the work
distinguishes Vedanta from Buddhism on logical, epistemological and metaphysical
grounds, and establishes its own tenets firmly. In addition to this, a few explanatory -
sub-commentaries on the Master’s works have also been brought out in English by $ri
Svami.

The compendiu s and monographs

The third part of this step can be seen as comprising of imerous works that
thoroughly help and train the beginners as well as the advanced students of Vedanta in
intuiting and recognising the true method of Vedanta as expounded by
Srimadadisankara; these works have been brought out in Kannada, Sanskrit, and
English. They are unquestionably significant and unique in the entire history of
Vedanta, as no such attempts have been made earlier. These works have drawn,
synthesised and explained exhaustive instances from the commentaries of
Srimadadisankara which subtly and powerfully guide us to intuit the unique
adhydropa-apavada technique of Vedanta to arrive at Reality. More importantly, they
give ample insights from the upanisad-s, and their commentaries, into one’s own true
nature of the Self that is above the mundane samsdra — often stressed as the first
necessary quality called viveka. These works are also unfailingly effective in the
prescribed repetitive discipline termed as manana, required to ingrain the teachings in

the mind.

For those who cannot or dare not delve into the Prasthanatraya and their
commentaries, these simpler, concise and lucid works are more than adequate to
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attain the essential understanding of the Vedantic method and its teaching of the Self.
It can be safely and confidently said that with these works in hand, one can do away
with the necessity of studying of original commentaries of $rimadadisankara.

Here is a list of some of these compendiums in each language:

Kannada: Sankaramahamanana, Vedantabalabodhe, Vedantapraveshike,

Sankaravedantaprakriye, Gaudapadahrdaya etc.

Sanskrit: Sugama, Brahmavidyarahasyavivrtih, Suddhahsankaraprakriyabhaskarah,
etc.

English: Essays on Vedanta, How to recognise the method of Vedanta, Introductions
(to Vedanta texts), Salient Features of Sanfkara's Vedanta, Misconceptions )Hout
Sankara, etc;

The diligence and sincerity with which all these works have been brought out
speak of the manifest Divine Kindness that is surely intent on dissemin ing the
emancipatory nowledge to the world. These works make it indisp at : and
heartening at the title of ‘Abinavaiankara’ conferred upon ¢ " Svar ’ is deserving
and apt. The selfsame spirit of compassion, erudite scholarship, and the genius of
Srimadadisa «<ara is palpably manifest in $r7 $ri Svami Saccidanandendra Sarasvati too.

From e scriptt es 0 oneself to the Self

Vedanta is primarily and essentially an anubhavasastra— a science of
experience. The end in view is the experience that one is Brahman — beyond space-
time-causation, cause-effect, bondage-liberation, and every limitation or {junct that
the mind fabricates as belonging to ‘oneself’. It is therefore only natural that what is
considered as $ri SvamT's best of the best directly takes up experience as the principal
episteme upon which everything else hinges; there is nothing that is not an
experience. The light of Grace that has worked through him in these works, that

epitomise experience, can be seen as his third great stride.
The celebrated Kannada work of $ri Svami titled ‘Paramarthacintamani’ falls

into this category; it has been translated into English as ‘The Magic Jewel of Intuition
(The Tri Basic Method of Cognizing the Self). Other Kannada works like the
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An havaparyantavada atmavicara, Avasthatrayacandrike, etc., also follow similar
footsteps. In English, his works titled ‘Intuition of Reality’ and ‘Avasthatraya or the
Unig. Method of Vedanta’ can be considered in this category.

‘Experience’ or anubhava in Vedanta is the indivisible whole that is inclusive of
avasthatraya — the three states of waking, dream and deep sleep. They form the
basis of the totality of experience, as there is nothing that lies beyond the experiences
of these three states; they seem to occur successively (do they, now?). In the
Paramarthacintamani, all the insights about the analyses of these three states, that are
present in the upanisads, have been mapped to the everyday, routine experiences
common to all the beings. Here, in this book, Vedanta at once is rid of its scriptural
status and directly correlates to one’s own experiences. Herein is the key to proper,
guided nidhidhyasana; herein, the ‘waking state’ no more happens in the world, but
the world is shown to be one’s own waking state; the grave error of judging the other
two states by the ‘standards’ of the waking state is rectified; the three st es e
shown to be completely independent of each other, with no causal re 1itionships; the
three states are viewed with an equal eye; the waking state and the waking world are
shown to be not different from the dream state and dream worl in any way; the idea.
of time — linear or otherwise — is shown to be erroneous; the S¢ "as the ‘Witness’ of
all the three states is expounded; the paramartha — true being — of sat (existence),
cit (consciousness) and ananda (bliss) that appears in all t : three states is shown to
be that of the Atman, the Self, that is ‘One Without a Second’, leading to Its direct
experience as non-different from ‘I’; consequently, the ‘witness-hood’ of the Self along
with the idea of ‘three states’ are also finally falsified and discarded. It is no more the
realm of words. The search happens in silence, within, and heads towards the
experience of the Grand Silence of the Self.

Paramarthacintamani occupies a unique, exalted and extraordinary place in the
history of the world. In this work, rational, objective, reasoning that does not conflict
with every being’s verifiable, common experiences has been analysed with unmatched
lucidity and precision. Religion, at last, has been stripped of all possible dogmas here.
Any person equipped with the sincerity and honesty for Truth can study this book
independently, without bothering about any other works of Vedanta. This work is a
sublime expression of Divine Grace that stands for all times.
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While - ese are the principal works of Sri Svami, there are several others of his
that comprise of variegated streams of thoughts and approaches that are Vedanta-

centric, and beyond.
-iving the \ danta

Avirodha is epitomised as the invariable hallmark of Advaitavedanta; avirodha
is non-conflict. Since every entity and idea have their being and substratum in the

inseparability (sarvananyatva) of Brahman, Vedanta does not have any hostility or
conflict with anything; instead it stands harmoniously reconciled with all of existence.

Such an avirodha is also characteristic of a jndni who is established in Brahman;
this characteristic is unmistakably present in Sri Svami, as seen in his life and works. An
upanigad also declares the same about a jndni that he no more feels revulsion towards
anything— ‘tato na vijugupsate’. Neither did $rf Svami ever s ‘ink wvay from any
familial, societ: or professional responsibilities in his pursuit of Vedanta , nor was he
agitated by the vicious verbal attacks on him for challenging what the officic tradition
had unquestioningly accepted. The perfect calmness and aplomb with which he
executed his worldly responsibilities, and the serene but uncompromising boldness
and incisiveness with which he stuck to his philosophical stan throughout, ake it
palpably clear that he was the very embodiment of the brahmajfiana.

$ri SvamT’s singleness of purpose and industry that were tempered with
harmonious avirodha have been equably at ease with composing songs of bhakti,
translating a Sanskrit kavya, writing books on Kannada and Sanskrit gramm s, writing
for the followers of non-Advaitic philosophies, organising chanting of Sri Rama’s name
during calamitous times, attempting a dispassionate biography of §rimadédi§ankara,
numerous lecture tours, publishing a journal, and whatnot. A lone mendicant with a
handful of associates has singlehandedly achieved far more than what a dedicated
university of Advaitavedanta with liberal funds from the administration could have
achieved with dozens of professors at work. It is only natural that his life and activities
do not boast of any ‘miracles’, as he has demonstrated that the knowledge of Vedianta
to be intuited, and the method of doing so, are most natural to the embodied beings,
and not supernatural in any sense.
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i1 ¢S iree Swami — the people’s _hilosopher

Dr. Nagesh Subbanna

Department of Biomedical Engineering,
University of Calgary, UK.

he article is written in a personal capacity, however.

I shall begin this article with a personal recollection. When I was asked to translate to
English the work of Dr. Hemalatha covering the life and philosophy of Shree
Sacchidanandendra Saraswati Swami, expounded by the author in Kannada, I little
dreamt how much I had missed with regard to the Hindu philosophical thought and the
advances made therein in the twentieth century. Consequently, I must regar it as a great
opportunity to be allowed to savour a bit of the philosophical genius that has been
expounded by Shree Shankaraacharya and then advanced later by adherents of his
philosophy, specifically Shree Swami in the twentieth century.  is my great pleasure to
write a few wor ; about this experience.

The first thing that struck me about Shree Swami was his humt : ¢ gins, which would
later characterise his simple, straightforward and down-to-earth approach to people
around him, as also the subject matter. Shree Swami was the son of awr 10r government
official and his housewife, with both parents of humble origins. He himself was a primary
school teacher, and with no strong family backing as they were ni ci 'ly poor. He had
only to rely on his own abilities to pursue his goals of research in Advaita and bringing
Advaita to the common man. His only advantage in early life was thc cultural life he
inherited from his parents, which gave him a strong rooting in dharmic philosophy, and a
focussed approach towards dharma. His later life would only reflect his beginnings — he
would remain focussed on bringing the high philosophy to the people in simple and
elegant language. His life would remain completely bereft of all the bombast and miracles
that constitute the staple fare of the lives of many saints. He performed no miracles that
could not be explained by earthly reasons, and he remained simple and humble to the last
— focussed only on his own work. He remains a supreme example of what a man can
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is 1 sive translations of the works of Shankaraacharya and the others to

1 display his scholarship and knowledge of Sanskrit, Shree Swamis has written

around 20 works in Sanskrit too, most of them focussing on delicate points of the

philosophy of Sha caraacharya. Two of his books in Sanskrit that are incredibly

important are Manc kyarahasyavivriti and Vedantaprakriyapratyabhijna. Both of them

rther the philosophy propounded by Shree Gaudapaada, and Shree Shankaraacharya.

These works constitute fantastic research in the field of Advaita in modern times. Itis a

testament to his focus that he was able to extend the philosophy of Advaita even with the
meagre resources at his disposal.

It is important to mention that Shree Swami has also written on Advaita in English. In
his time [as now, too], there was much misunderstanding, both deliberate and inadvertent,
about the philosophy of Advaita. In order to remove these misconceptions, Shree Swami
authored several books in English like "Misconceptions about Shankara’, clarifying the
philosophy of Advaita.

Shree Swami also instituted a school for Advaita and Adhyaatma. In this school, students
were allowed hostel facilities and also had a clear path to a deep understanc g of Advaita.
Further, Shree Swami employed all methods to expand the realm of Advaita. He ran
magazines, wrote books, organised and engaged in lectures and debates, and so forth.
Many ¢ his lectures have been recorded and are now available, in his own voice, to the
general public. These gave the common man a clear insight into the philosophy of

Advaita.

In conclusion, [ think it is important to mention that many worthy people, recognising the
dedication and scholarship of Shree Swami in his task, came to his support, not least the
Maharaja of Mysore. The Maharaja of Mysore has been a phenomenal source of strength
for dharmic scholars in Mysore state, and his contributions to the scholarship of Shree
Swami are also phenomenal. On the note of remembering the great patron of scholarship,
the late High Royal Highness, Jayachamarajendra Wodeyar, supporting a great scholar
like Shree Swami, I shall conclude this piece.
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OF GREAT MEN AND THEIR OPPONENTS
- Alberto Ramon Martin, Spain, ES

Only great men (magn+animus), above all others, can be the butt of bitter
attacks — be it personal or to their output or works - as was the case with Hujwiri,
6th Buddhist Patriarch, Jesus of Nazareth and, in lower realms, Shakespeare in
England, Cervantes and Lope de Vega in Spain —and so many others. Such was also
the case with, to me the best Advaitist writer of the ZOth Cent., Swami
Satchidanandendra Saraswati. The attacks or resistance to accept their views are
often motivated by envy. As it has been well-documented, many scholars showed
resistance to accept or agree with Swamiji’s (SSS from now on) mulAvidya-nirAsa as
he unfolde: it. The first to accept his account or elucidation was Ananth nurthy
Sastry: ‘I realized that I should pay attention to the basic texts more th 1 [to] the
commentaries, and now | come to the realization that the opir >n of Sharma (SSS) is
the opinion of the hasyakara and is in keeping with the Shastraand A hava... But
the other sct lars stopped coming for the discussions on Mulavidya ‘om then on'.

Inspired by a verse of the Bhavagad Gita, Swamiji comme ce writing on
‘how the tradition of Shankara is based on this adhyaropa and apavada, how the
other prakriyas are found embedded in this, and how to considerit ;acommon
methodology. Is there any authenticity in the commentary of Shankar for all this,
how people who took to logic and argumentation deviated from this path? Such
people have been in the position of having a jewel box but having lost the

key’. - ‘Contribution of Satchidanandendra Saraswathi to 20th Century

Advaita’, S. Ranganath, p.27.

The above very brief account is reminiscent of an earlier attack on Shankara
by Sri Aurobindo, who wrote among other things, ‘three times God laughed at
Shankara, first when he returned to burn the corpse of his mother, again, when he
commented on Isha Upanishad, and the third time when he stormed about India
preachinginaction’. - (According to Sri Aurobindo the contents of the Isha Upanishad
brings home the ‘uncompromising reconciliation of uncompromising extremes’. —
cf. Prasthanathraya, Vol Il, V. Panoli, p. 31.)
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e) thorough st ly of all these mentioned above, presupposes a sound
knowledge of Sanskrit, the language in which the works are written
in. This prerequisite is required so asto avoid being misled by‘errors
in translation unconscious or otherwise;

f) last and the most important, one should possess a sharp discernable
mind devoid ofprejudice and influence by factors external to the
works directly concerned. An inwardlook is also essential so as to
verify certain statements with one’s own experience, wherever such
verification is called for.

A lot has been said so far; false allegations and baseless surmises were
brought to light; statements factually incorrect were exposed; citations
substantiating certain statements were shown to be out of context a 1 in
some cases self-defeating; statements attributedto Swamiji, but not f ind
in the originals were discovered; incomplete and incorrect

understanding of not only San@kara and Swamiji but also the views of
traditionali: 5 wereenumerated; quotations made partially 1 out context
were pointed out; issues raised, even though extraneous to the imitted
scope were reviewed; withholding of complete facts | resoi to parti
reporting were singled out; how finding fault in Swamiji

amounts to finding fault in San@kara was shown; tr 1slations not faithful to
the originalwere pointed out; self-contradictory statements were laid bare;
most important of all, how not a single groun of Swamiji against the
tenability of Malavidya is controverted, was shown; however, what is yet to
be shown is the final outcome of the question — fidelity to San@kara,
admitted to be the main focus of M’s paper. In this regard attentionof
readers is drawn to the following statements of Martha.
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Cc sciousness and Infinity (S yam JAanam Anantam).[8] Still, as Alston
explains, the theological path is the path of bhakti and this kataphatic approach
Is 1e p: 1 of vicara (metaphysical enquiry), but both are subordinated to the .
path of negation, the only one that can lead to a direct experlence (anubhava)
of the Self, beyond all dualities.[9]

Second, none of these sophisticated distinctions communicate to us any
real knowledge of the cosmic manifestation or of the relationship between God
and his creation. They purport only to create the conditions for the final
cancellation of the Great lllusion. In other words, t 3y do not point in the
direction of a neoplatonist scalar ontology because all stater :nts about the
cosmic order, including those regarding the T§vara, belong only to the domain
of Avidya. The distinction between the standpoint of Avidya a | the standpoint
of Vidya is therefore not to be confused with other - stinctions found in post-
Sankarian literature. As Alston puts it;

Sankara’s distinction between the standpoint of nes¢ :nces 1d the .
standpoint of knowledge is not the same as that between different gra: s of
reality (pratibhasika, vyavaharika, paramarthika) set up by his fc owers.[10]

It is this distinction, and not a doctrine of the levels of reality, th :is used
by Sankara to account for the multiple.

In a systematic survey of the Advaitin lit ature, the author of The

Method of Vedanta makes the argument that post-Sankarians betrayed

Sankara by gradually identifying Avidya with a cosmic power ($akti) distinct

from Brahman. Historically, it is Padmapada who would have first formulated a

. doctrine that defines Avidya positively, not simply as superimposition

(Adhyasa) but as the material cause of the many, similar to the prakrti in the

Samkhya. However, the Swami attributes the well-known definition of Avidya

as a two-fold power (one concealing and one projecting) to another Vedantist,
Mandana Misra.

For Swami Satchidanandendra Saraswati, it is the Vivarana school,
¢ Jably the dominant school in the late Advaita Vedanta, that departed the
most from Sankara. As we know, post-Sankarian scholasticism split relatively
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early into two branches, namely the Bham T and the Vivar »ja schools. The
former tends to adopt a more existential approach. Ignorance comes from the
individual. 1..e jiva is a part of Brahman. When Liberation takes places, the
illusory limitations in which the jiva was enclosed disappear and the jiva -
merges into the Whole. The approach of the Vivarana school is more
speculative. It insists on the cosmic nature of ignorance and the discontinuity
between Brahman and the jiva. The jiva is only a reflection of Brahman in the
mirror of the universal prakrti.[11] The Swami criticizes the Vivarana school for
its theory of a cosmic Maya, although we should keep in mind that, rigorously
speaking, Avidya is neither cosmic (as per the Vivarana school) nor individual
(as per the Bhamatr school), being ontologically and logically anterior to the
distinction between the microcosm and the macrocosm.

Swami Satchidanandendra Sarasvati reproac :s the commentators of
Sankara not only for reifying Avidya but also for having gradually introduced
elements from other isciples, such as yoga and, more significantly, antrism.
In this case, the process of substantialization of ignorance goes hand-in-hand
with the :minization of Maya, of the cosmic illusion — an evolution linked with -
the growth of popular Saktism in classical and post-classical Hinduism.

In 1aking Avidya a positive entity akin to the prakrti of the Samkhya or
the Sakti of the antras, the disciples of Sankara introduce some sort of duality
between Maya an Brahman, paving the way for Ramanuja’s ferocious attacks
on Advaita. Worse, they make Liberation in life ('vanmukti) impossible. Vidya
can dispel a false knowledge, an erroneous conception about one’s own
nature, but not a substantial reality created by a Divine power.

_ The Swami’s position is highly controversial and has been criticized by
contemporary traditional teachers of Vedanta. [12] He remains however one of
the important Vedantic figures of the 20th century and a source of inspiration
for students of Advaita Vedanta.

1. Sankara on the Absolute, edited and translated by J. Alston, London:
Shanti Sadan, 2004, p.94-96,
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