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Shankara’s Bhashyas cn the lsa, ¥ena, Mundaka Upza nizkeds
and the Sikskavalit of the Taitiiviya. Bach cf these books contains
the Upsanishad Text snd a Critical Tditicn of tho Bhashya in Deva-
nagari sub-divided into paragraphs with sppropriste Heedings,
TUseful Foot-nokes with refercucs to pareilel passages in the other
works of the great Acharya, a Summary of the Upanishad, an
Todes of important words iz the Bhashya, and & thought-provoking
Introduction, are other special features that enhance the value of
the publication.
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A new commentary on the famous Introduction to the Sutra-
Bhashyz by Shankara. Its scle object is to represend Sheukara's
teaching in all its pristine glory.
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An open sesame to the Mandukys with Geudapada’s Karikss,
The Kew Sanskrit Commentary by Sri Swami Sstchidanandendra
faraswati not only lays bsre every esoteric doctrine taught or
implied in theKarikas, but also effectively removes all mis-
conceptions that have gathered rourd Gaudapada's teachings.
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The Acanda and Bheige Vallics of the Taittiriya Upanishad
Bhasbya with an original elaborate commentary by Sri Swami
Satchidanandendra Saraswedi in Sanskrit with Intreduction and
two Indeses.
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Sri Narasimhs Sarcswati Swamiji’s work. Critically edited
with an crigingl commentary by Sri Swami Setchidanandendra
Saraswedi,
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An origina] work on Advaita Vedanta discussing the nabare
and destruction of Avidya according to Shankara.
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A commentary on the “Pratahsmarana-Stotrem” of Sri
Bhagavatpada in the form of a catechism.

Adhuatima Drakasha Karyalaya, Holenarsipur.
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MANDUKYA RAHASYA VIVRITI
(An open sesam2 to the Mandukya)

SOME _OPINIONS

Very useful to the students of Adwaita Vedanta who
follow the modern methed as well as the ancient one.
Swamiji’s Commcutary on the Karikas, shows the depth of
his konowledge in the subjech, the clarity of his expression
and his lucidity in style,

— The Sundoy Standard

This is not merely a commentary oo the Karika of Gowda-
pada. The author covers a much wider ground, taking iuto
acccunt all relevant criticism, and discusses threadbare
the implicaticus of the Adwaits standpoint vis a vis the

other systems.
—  The Vedanta Kesor:

The Tntrcluction in Buoglish and the Bhumika iu Saoskrit, are

both scholarly and valuable ...... The language is easy and
forcible ...... This is a beok that 1equires and deserves
careful study. —  The Prabuddha Bhaorata

It is an erudite and scholarly work explaining the Upanishad
and Kariks, passages fully and thoroughly with appropriate
headings, and often eriticises views beld by ofbers ......
The language employed in the commontary is majestic
and beautiful, and one rarely comes across such writing

— Ths Hindu

nowadays.
THE
ADHYATMA PRAKASHA KARYALAYA,

HOLENARSIPUR. (Hassac Districts Mysoro State, S.Rly.)



RITRAHFAEARE s
THE

KATHAKA UPANISHAD

WITH

Shri Shankara’s Commentary

Edited with Notes
By
SRI SRl SWAMI SATCHIDANANDENDRA SARASWATL

FIBPAETH

starEaeRHgar

AR A I
wafaar wrafrala egan ¥

FATE: 192

- n
g
AARATFIATASA

qEERA dAta

FREF: 1¢<¥



First Edition 1962
1000 Copies

A1l Righis Eeseyved
by
The Adbyatrea Prakasha Karyalays,
Holenarsipur, Mysore State,

Privted in India
by
X. Narasappa
ab
The Adhyatma-Prakashs Press, Holeparsipur,



GENERAL PREFTACE

The present edition of Sri Shankaracharya’s
[Ipanishad-Bhashyas, is intended for readers who
wish to have at 2 moderate price the plain text of
Shankara’s works unencumbered by commentaries
and sub-commentaries but provided with such aids
to study 2s a beginner is likely to nced in appreci-
ating the original.

Fvery volume of the series has been provided
with an Introduction, Short Notes on points of
special interest, References to parallel passages in
the other works of the great Achkarya, a Summary
of the Upanishad, and an Index.

It is hoped that the systematic division of the
text into paragraphs with indication of important
various readings, the tracing of quotations to their
originals, and the close attention paid to typo-
graphical details will all combine to make this
edition specially convenient for the earnest reader.

PUBLISHERS



INTRODUCTION
-e38E 33—
The Place of the Upanishad

The Katha Upanishad has to be inferred as
belonging to the Kathaka recension of the Krishna
Yajurveda, merely on the strength of the title it
bears. For we do not find any followers of that
branch, who are actually reciting it nowadays. The
relation of the Upanishad to the other portions of
that recension of the Veda, has not been indicated
by any commentator on the Upanishad. Shankara,
in particular, affords no clue whatever cither in his
Introduction or in the body of his Bhashya, which
may lead one to determine the place of the Upa-
nishad. The incomplete nature of the Published
portion of the Kathaka portion, adds to our diffi-
culty, for while the Sambhita of the recension has
been printed both in Germany and in our own
country, its Brahmana portion has not yet been
accessible to scholars.

It is a source of some solace, therefore, to find
that a portion of the Upanishad, the dialogue between
Yama and Nachiketas, has its counter-part in the
Taittiriya Brahmana, and a sort of redaction in the
Maha-Bharata. The story as found in the latter,
has been given in detail in the Sanscrit Introduction.
1t will be seen that the narrative there, has little or
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nothing in common with the Upanishad. The
incident of Nachiketas being cursed by his wrathful
father to see Yama, is not in connection with a
sacrifice. Yama sends him back to life after showing
him the various heavenly worlds which righteous
men attain, especially the Loka which the gift of
cows ensures. The version in the Taittiriya bears
more points of resemblance. The third boon
granted by Yama, however, the knewledge of the
Highest Brahman transcending the sphere of all
religious works, is conspicuous by its absence there.
The relevant portion with Sayana’s Bhashya, kas
been appended to the present edition of the
Upanishad for the convenience of the reader.

What bas becoine of the Kathaka Brahmana,
isyet wrapped up in muystery. Patanjali, in his
great commentary on Panini {4-3-101), remarks
that * The Kathaka and the Kalapaka are being
recited in every village.> And yet the Brahmana
of that widely studied Veda, has been fated to be
thrown into the limbe of oblivion ! A portion of
the Taittiriya Brahmana, the third Ashtaka, contains
a portion - from the tenth Prashna onwards -
which the present day traditional reciters style
“the Kathaka’. It is note-worthy that the frst
two Ashtakas of the Brahmana contain only eight
Prashnas, whereas the third alone comprises twelve,
thus rendering #s tide Ashtaka {octad) a mis-
nomer. ' Can it be, that, as the Kathaka fell into
more and more disuse, the followers of the Taitti-
-¥iya appropriated this portion ef it, out of affec-
tion for a version of their own Shakha ?
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The Teaching of the Upanishad

In his Introduction to the Bhashya, Shankara
calls both the Agni-vidya ( knowledge of Virat or
Lower Brahman ) and the knowledge of Brahman
transcending all religious works, by the name of
¢ Upanishad *. It is obvious, however, by his intro-
ductory observations on the twentieth mantra of the
first Valli, that he regards the knowledge of the
Higher Brahman as pre-eminently The Upa-
nishad *. < The innate ignorance of the nature of
super-imposition of the notions of aciion, instru-
ments of action, and the fruits of action’, he says,
‘ has got to be desiroyed by the knowledge of the
identity of Brahman and Atman to be treated of in
the sequel * (23)'.

The Special Features of the Bhashya

THE DOCTRINE OF GONjJUNGTION OF RITES AND
KNOWLEDGE NOT DISCUSSED

Shankara has not entered here intoa lengthy
discussion of the demerits of the doctrine of the
conjunction of rites and knowledge as a means to
liberation, for the ¢bvious reason that the doctrine
is ruled out by the very nature of the third question
propounded by Nachiketas. He requests Yama to
enlighten him as to the nature of reality which is
beyond all religious works, and Yama’s answer to it
forms the main theme of this Upanishad.

1. Single figures thus enclosed in brachets refer to the
number of the paragraph in the Bhashya.
2
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AVIDYA AND MAYA

In an important passage (1-1-20) which we
have already referred to, Shankara describes ‘Avidya
as the seed of Samsara or transmigration (=R
Wi Gawefiv® ) ; and in commenting on the
expression #ga: qwasrwy,  (1-3-11) °the Avyakta is
greater than the Mahat *, he describes Avyakta also
as the ‘seed’ of the world (weas: wiw wdY dienEa
FEmganmEsaatas ) ; while in explaining qgvssam a swimd
(1-3-12) “ this hidden Atman does not shine forth >,
he says that the Atman is ‘enveloped in Avidya-
Maya’ (73: @3 qiwsamiysa afiammres:). Putting
these statements together, some have drawn the
corollary that Avidya and Maya are perfectly identi-
cal, and hence it is wrong to make any distinction
between them in Shankara’s Vedanta.

A close examination of the Sutra-Bhashya,
however, reveals that Avidya is false-knowledge
( ‘anangeammsae aftcar aR¥f w0,  Cwondy am-
aiaagfeimdam ', ¢ Meameass: * Int. S. B.), whereas
Maya is something objective, falsely imagined by
Avidya to exist (°afmaRed mwed .. e
wifew:, sgfn: S. B. 2-1-14). In his commentation of the
Sutra devoted to the elucidation of the connotation
of the term Avyakta (B. S. 1-4-3), Shankara gives
two alternative interpretations, one treating it as
the objective Maya and the other as the subjective
Avidya or ignorance, thus disclosing that he does
not identify the two concepts. Hence I have explained
the passage treating of @rufamga (1-1-20) as mean-
ing that the innate ignorance of man, is responsible
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for all the evils of mundane life, while the passage on
Avyakta (1-3-11) I have intrepreted to describe the
seed or material cause of the world (wi& wwiar -
wemizaEa=y ) in conformity with the Brihadaranyaka
(1-4-7) and the Sutra-Bhashya (2-1-14) already cited.
Amarakosha, the dictionary of Sanscrit synonyms,
( Bgal =l diery ) is favourable to either interpretation
and so, the context alone can justify the meaning
we choose. Again the Bhashya (1-3-12) which
describes Atman as enveloped in Avidya-Maya, I
have taken to mean that the Self, appears, as the
individual soul, to be enveloped by the conditioning
adjuncts such as the organs of sight or hearing which,
in reality, are the products of Maya, the figment of
Avidya. The critical reader alone can judge as to
which of the two views-the one identifying Avidya
and Maya, and the other distinguishing them as
subjective and objective — appeals to him as being
consistent with the spirit of Shankara’s Bhashyas.

AGAMA AND TARKA

There are two words which, just like Avidya
and Maya, are liable to be misunderstood. Some
have taken ‘Agama’ invariably to mean Sruti or
Revelation, and they believe that Sruti is to be
entirely relied upon as the only means of acquiring
Vedantic knowledge while “Tarka’ or reason is to be
altogether eschewed in the case of Brahman, since
the Sruti expressly declares that the knowledge of
Brahman cannot be attained through ratiocination.
But this view does not seem to fit in with the spirit
of Shankara’s commentary, since we find in the
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Bhashya as well as in the Upanishad itself, a good
deal of reasoning employed. Shankara’s actual
position in this matter can be gathered from his
comment on the verse Smradm... (1-2-9). ¢ This
knowledge of Atman is not to bg attained through
ratiocination or mere reasoning based upon one’s
own guessing ; nor can it be sublated by that reason-
ing > (%1 afm sy Al snedtm T s gerd: | @ e
ar 7 grsm).  ““ A mere speculator without the aid of
Agama (@fe®t R st ), avers whatever his own
intellect has devised. Hence this knowledge is to be
got only through some one else than the dialectician,
through an Acharya conversant with Agama. ** (37)
The ‘Agama’ here referred to, is the traditional
method of tcaching, which consists in the annul-
ment, by reasoning, of the alien properties super-
imposed upon the Self by Avidya, or innate
ignorance. .For this purpose, the line of reasoning
suggested by the Sruti is to be preferred to dry
. ratiocination, since that is based upon universal
experience. Examples of such Vedic reasoning,
have been extracted from the body of the Upani-
shad, ( 1-3-10, 11, 12 2-1-3; 2-1-4; 2-2-1 ) and
adduced in the Sanscrit Introduction. It will be
readily seen that these are no mere syllogisms of the
logician, but rather helps to the seeker in render-
ing the Upanishadic teaching more and more.
intelligible by dissociating it from super-imposed
elements. '
. YOGA AND JNANA
In this Upanishad is to be found a certain
Yoga taught once in the body of the work (@eawn-
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Frfrade iy 1-2-12), and again at the conclusion
(Framat SR 3 2-3-18) as necessary for the
knowledge of Atman. Now, what is the place
of this Yoga in Shankara’s system? There is a
belief in certain quarters that Atman cannot be
known fully through attending to Vedic teaching
alone, unless one attains direct realization
(srawr) through the practice of Yoga. 1 have
examined this view at some length in the Sanscrit
Introduction and conclusively shown that, accord-
ing to Shankara, the doctrine of the so-called
realization after krowledge, is wuntenable, in as
much as the Atman is for ever self-revealed, and
never remote or obscured by anything other than
ignorance. I have also drawn attention to the fact
that Shankara teaches that a few gifted souls can and
do realize their identity with Brahman through Upa-
nishadic teaching alone (s#g=a= S. B. 4-1-2), while
for the rest of the aspirants who are not sufficiently
introvert, the Adhyatma-Yoga or the art of with-
drawing the senses and staying the mind on the Self,
may be necessary before intuiting the real Atman.

" LIBERATION

With regard to final liberation from all bondage,
the prevalent notion is that liberation in the present
life is only secondary since there remains a residue
of Avidya until the mortal coil is shuffled off. The
Sanskrit Introduction shows the untenability of
this view also. Shankara, no doubt, admits a
gradual liberation in the case of the devotees of the
Lower Brahman (109), but for those whose igno-
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rance, desires and Karma are altogether destroyed
simultancously with the dawn of knowledge, Jivan-
mukti or liberation while yet living (g8%) is an un-
deniable fact (80). Videha-Mukti or liberation after
disembodiment is only figuratively called liberation,
mecrely because the enlightened souls no more take
on a fresh body. (gw: @8 a ygeeri: | )

Conclusion

Shankara’s system is thus seen to be quite
dissimilar to any other Darshana in that (1) unlike
the Karma-Mimamsakas and other Vedantins who
rely on the authority of the Vedas, he holds that
Srutiis a Pramana not merely on the score of its
being the Veda, but because it leads to immediate
experience of the truth it teaches; (2) unlike the
Buddhistic Nihilists who declare the whole universe
to be essenceless (f:=wia), he maintains that there is
one Reality which serves as the ground of all else
which is super-imposed upon it 5 (3) unlike the
Sankhyas and others who rely on cold ratiocination
alone as the primary source of knowledge of the
ultimate cause of the world, he appeals to the Vedic
line of reasoning which rests upon verifiable
experience at every step; and (4) unlike the
followers of Patanjali and others who teach the
practice of Yoga as the sine qua non for allzining
and resting in the true nature of the jndividual
self, he makes use of the Adhyatma Yoga only as a
means to turn the mind inward by dissolving all
unreal elements into the only Self which is the
ground of all apparent phenomena.
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The Notes on the Upanishad

This small Upanishad contains many a gem of
spiritual teaching which Shankara’s Bhashya has
brought to light. I have, therefore, edited it with
the same care that has been taken with regard to
the Kena and the Mundaka.

For my notes on this Upanishad, as elsewhere,
I have depended upon Shankara himsell rather than
the glossators. Neither Anandagiri nor Bala-
gopalendra-Yatindra can be trusted as safe guides
throughout, since they are both very recent writers
as shown in the Sanscrit Introduction.

My special Narayana Smaranams to Pandita
Pravara Sri. H. Ananta Murthy Sastrigal and
Sri. Paraklaje Subrahmanya Bhatta, Vedanta
Siromani and Visharada, who have both looked
through the manuscript and offered some useful
suggestions.

I hope that this edition of the Kathaka Bhashya
will be of some use to students who wish to have
clear notions of the teachings of Shankara, through
the constant remembrance of whose holy feet,
I bhave been graced with some inkling of his
philosophical . method.

Holenarsipur,
6-7-62 EDITOR.
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THE ADHYATAA PRAZASHA KARYALAYA,
( Established 1820
BHOLENARSIPUS.

HASBAN DIST. MYSORL STATE. (8 Ry.)

An Institution to help the interpretation of Indian Culture
by stimulating the study and proctice of the Adhvatma Vidya
— Plilosophy and Relizion in its universal aspeet — cspecialiy as
revealed in the Upanishads and ailied litcrature.

1. Has so [ar published more than A
HUNDRED BOOKS in Kannada, Sanskrit and
English.

9. Arranges  for frequent DISCUSSIONS.
DISCOURSES, and PUBLIC LECTURES.
VEDANTA CI.ASSES in the morning, form #
regular feature.

3. Has a free lending LIBRARY and
READING ROOM for the public.

4. Conducts a Kannada Monthlv Megazine
called the “ADHYATMA PRAKASHAT, devoted
te Jnana, Bhaktt and Vairagva.

5. Maintains a VEDANTIC COLLLGE with
the object of training up mode} students who vegard
the spread of Vedantic ideas as their goal in lifc.

Please apply to the Mfanager

for fuller infor— tion.



