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PUBLISHERS' NOTE

The ‘Sitra-Bhashyartha Tattva Vivecani?
now presented to the public is an original work
by Sri Swami Sutchiduundendra Saraswatic {tis
1 sequel o the Sugama, the author’s  funous
sub-commentary on the Adhyasa-Bhashyas, already
published by this Karyzlaya, and is uniform in size
and get-up with that book.

Sti Swamiji has himself explained in his Intro-
Juction the object that he has set before him in
writing this new commentary on the Jijnasadhi-
caraga-Bhashya. We sincerely believe that this
s the first attempt to present Sankara’s Vedaata
n all its pristine purity, untarnished by later
icccetions  due  to  mis-representations  of his
commentators and adverse critics.  Swamij('s
luminating  criticisms of ancient and modern
Vedantins of other schools are sure to create a
iving interest in Vedantic studies for ‘both modern
scholars and orthodox pandits.

The Working Committee of the Karyalaya
ire gratcful to Sri Swamiji for having made over
he right of publishing this valuable work also as
sual-  They have been able to bring out this
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first edition mostly through the financial help of
generous souls. Their special thanks in this con-
nection are due to 1) The Vedanlavicara-Saigha,
Mysore, 2) Sri P. Jaya-Vasudeve Sastry, Hubli,
8) 87t S. M. Desai, Karwar, £) Sri M. S. Ramanna,
Mysore, ) Sri Bhishak Subba Sastry, Sirpapura
and 6) Sri Aswaitha-Narayana Rao, Shimoga.

Holenwrsipur,} Y. NARASAPPA,
15-3-64 Chairman, A. P. Karyalaya.



INTRODUCTION

The first four Satras of the Sariraka Mimamsa
of Badarayaga, as understood by Sarkara, cover
the wholc ground-work of Vedanta, and are
therefore well-worth a careful and critical study
at the hands of thinkers who wish to make a true
estimate of Sarkara’s teachings.

~ The first satra begins with an exhortation to
the earnest student to enter upon an enquiry into
the nature of Brahman since the right knowledge
of it alone can lead to the highest good or release
from the bondage of mundane life. The second
siitra describes Brahman as the sole cause of the
beginning, sustentatiot and dissolution of the
universe. The third declares that Brahman is
known only through the Sastra or the Upanishads,
while the fourth poinis out that this fact is ascer-
tained from a study of the main purport of all
the Upanishads.

The first iwpression that a cursory reading of
Sankara’s Bhashya leaves on an uncritical mind,
is that, Badarayapa’s work is nothing more than
a system of dogmatic and speculative theology
inasmuch as Saskara not only appeals to an
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exegetical consideration of various Upanishad
passages, but also carries on logical discussions
both in the defence of the system he tries to bring
out of these sacred texts and ia his refaratioa of
the opponent systems. And this impression gains
additional strength -after a study of the various
works belonging to the two conflicting schools of
Sankara’s interpreters. For Vacaspati-Mis'ra and
Prakasatman the foremost leaders of these schools,
not-only hold diametrically opposite views on
important points, doctrinial as well as exegetical,
of Advaita Vedanta, but are contradicted by
representatives of their own individual school,
who sometimes differ among themselves.! This
leaves the critical stindent in great doubt as to the
exact tenets held by Sadkara no less than to the
method employed by him’in demonstrating them.

In these circumstances, a new commentary on-:
Sarkara’s Bhashyas, especially on theSiitra Bhashya
which aims at setting forth the fundamentals
of Vedanta, has become an urgent desideratum
for all earnest students of Saskara.

In the new commentary now presented to
the public, I have endeavoured to ‘bring out in

1. The curious rezder may refer to the forthcoming
*Vedanta-Pr . kriya-Pratyebiijuns’, wheee this snbject is
discussed at greater length-
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full relief (1) the method of adhyarcpa-apavada
(super-in:position and rescission) which recon-
ciles gll apparent contradictions with regard to the
Abrolute or non-dual Reality ; (2) the true nature
of the ro-called knowledge of Brahman, and of
Védantic rcasoring as distinguished from logical
rcasoning ; (3) the functions of the Upanishad
t exts which revcal Brahman or the Highest Realjty,
and (4) the imn.edizte nature of freedom from
worldly bondage, which accrues to the enlightened
soul directly afier the fundamental ingorance is
dispersed by Vedantic teaching. These and other
truths which Saskara has been at the pains of
expounding in unmistakable terms,-but have been
obscured by the mis-interpretation of commenta~
ries or mis-representation of adverse critics, have
all keen made to emerge in their true colours,
t hrovgh discussicns introduced for the purpose of
explainirg ard throwing new light on certain
passzges in the Bhashya. ‘I hope 1 shall not be
deemed to be hyper-critical or dis-respectful to
g reat names in my endeavour to clear the great
§ arkara of the charge of being a mere dogmatic
theolcgian or a scholastic thinker, or even a
mystic apgcaling to some special intuition, as he
has been made out to be by some interpreters or
critics belonging to other schools of Vedanta.
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I have throughout used Saikara’s own phraseo-
logy and line of reasoning as far as possible to
show that his Bhashya presents a system of
Vedantic thought backed by a hoary tradition,
and can stand the test of being a consistently
worked-out philosophy of life based on genuine
reason and universal experience, for all times to
come, against onslaughts of carping criticism, if
only it is not interfered with by officious inter-
pretation. If at least some of my readers feel
that I have succeeded in this attempt to a slight
extent, and are stimulated to try to improve upon
my way of discovering genuine Saskarite Vedanta,
I shall feel amply rewarded.

Holenarsipur. AUTHOR.
3-3-1964.
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BACK-TO-SHANKARA SLRIES
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The Isa, Kena, Kathaka and Mundaka Upanishads and she
Sikshavalli of the Taittiriya, critically edited separately with
the Bhashva aud notes by Swamy Satchidanandendra Saraswati,

AN — AR AaFHYIE ~

A vew original sub-commentary oo the Adhyasa bBlashya,
pointing out a straight and smooth way to the essentials of the

Vedanta method., All later undesirable acccetions cleared out
of the way.

grezFgEaRga: - zaRe denamREm 7 afEEr e -
This is the first attempt of its kind to present bhoth

Gaudapada and Shankara in their true porspective.

A=FAZY IS F - FACAL qrgdigatadaga -

All the knotty points in the Bhashya huve been resolved.
Clontains a critical review of all the important objections of udverse

erities against Shankara’s interpretation.

Apply for the descripiive catalogue

THE ADHYATMA DRAKASHA KARYALAYA,

HOLENARSIPUR.



