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PUBLISHERS’ NOTE

The Siifra~Bhashyartha-Tattva-Vivecani, Part
Second, now presented to the public, is like the
first part, an original work in Sanskrit. It is an
attempt to elucidate Saikara-Bhashya on the
second Sitra of the Sarcaka-Mwmansa. It is
written on the same lines as_the fu'st part, and is
intendad to be a sequel to it-

Sri Swamiji has introduced, in the course of
his commentary, certain discussions regarding views
held by the followers of Saikara now divided into
two main sub-schools, as well as the followers of
Sri Ramanuja and Sri Madhva. While the main
object is to bring out the superority of what he
himself considers to be Saikara’s views, these
criticisms are certainly thoughit-provoking and often
illuminating. Looked at from this stand-point of
view, therefore, there is reason to believe that the
work might evoke a reaction on the part of modern
scholars interested in comparative study of Vedanta
no less than orthodox pandits of all the three
schools prevalent in Southern India.

The Working Committee owe a deep debt of
gratitude to a donor who prefers to rémain anony-
mous, for financial -help which has made the
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publication possible. May the great Beneficent
Being by whose grace this work bhas seen the light,
inspire the Swamiji with ennobling thoughts and
call for the response from other kindred generous
souls to support the undertaking so that the
remaining portion of this edifying series may see
the light of day-

Holenarsipur Y. NARASAPPA,
16-7-1965 Chairman, A. P. Karyalaya.



INTRODUCTION

The reader is requested to go through my
introduction to the Vivecanr on the Fijnasadhi-
karana-Bhaskya. 1 have explained there at some
length the importance of the first four Satras of
the sarnraka-Mymamsa as covering the whole
ground-work of Vedanta as understood by
Sankara. I have also pointed out the circumstances
that led me to undertake a new sub-commentary
on that portion of Saikara’s Bhashya, which sets
forth the fundamentals of the Vedantic System.

The present work which relates to the
Bhashya on the second Sitra, is a sustained
attempt to clarify Sagkara’s real position with
regard to the Vedantic idea of ‘causality’, much
on the same lines as were adopted in the previous
Adhikaraga to explain the true nature of the
¢ knowledge’ of Brahman. In both cases it will
be noted, Sankara uses these terms knowledge
and causality in a metaphysical sense. By know-
ledge, he means not a concept of something
discrete, but the intuition of one’s own self as
Brahman, resulting after the elimination of all
unreal Upadhis whose characteristics are wrongly
super-imposed on the Self. Similarly, Brahman
is said to be the “cause’ of the world not in the
empirical sense of an invariable antecedent some-
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thing which transforms itself into something elsc
which is called its effect, but in the metaphysical
sense of something which falsely appears as some-
thing clse, while remaining intact all the same.
This causal nature is ascribed to Brahman only
as a device in persuance of the method of the
Adhyarcpa-apavada Nyaya to reveal Brahmar’s true
nature as a metaphysical entity, One without a
second, its apparent effect, the world, being really
ever essentially one with it.

Another truth that has been made abundantly
clear in the Bhashya on the second Sitra is that
Brahman’s being the sole cause of the world’s
birth, sustentation and dissolution is not provable
by logical inference (Arumtna-Pramayam), but
can be realized only through intuition arising out
of the Sruti-teaching supported by Vedic reasons
ing as distinguished from the pramai,a known as
inference.

One more teaching of Saikara’s that has
been clarified here is that the so-called creation
of the world by Brahman is no more than the
differentiation into various names and forms
(et swweng ) from their undifferentiated
condition, and that these names and forms
—whether differentiated or not — are only super
impositions of Avidya on Brahman which never
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affect its true nature as the Absolute, free from
all characteristics. Relative to the world of
names and forms and the individual souls in it,
Brahman is called Isware the Overlord, omnisci-
ent and omnipotent, and when Brahman is recom-
mended in the Srutis to be meditated upon as
endowed with certain properties to modificatious
pertaining to those self-same names and forms, it
is known as Saguna (Qualified), Apara (Lower) as
contrasted with Brahman in itself which is Nirguna
(frec from all attributes), and Para (Higher). It is,
however, to be remembered that Brahman is in
no way rendered inferior by being thus spoken of
as Ivvara or Apara or Saguna-Brakma. Accordingly
Sarkara draws our attention to this fact, time and
again by using the terms Para-Brahman, Isvara,
Paramesvara, and Paramatman indiscriminately
for each of those aspects of Brahman when the
context leaves no doubt as to which of them is
meant.

As in the case of the previous Adhikaraga,
I have tried to impress on the reader the signifi-
cance of these and other doctrines not only in the
body of the present sub-commentary but also in
the Appendix which is devoted to the discussion
of five different topics relevant to the subject-
matter of the Sutra in hand. I am well aware
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that some of the discussions raised in the Appen-
dices and even in the body of the sub-commentary
on the Sitras, may not be easily intelligible to the
beginner who would naturally prefer to get at the
general drift of Sagkara’s teaching rather than be
lost in the maze of controversy, but the very aim
of the present work as its name wseriaeafidadt
indicates is to present the special features of
Sadkara’s Bhashya after sifting them from extra-
neous teachings liable to be mistaken for Saikara’s
owing to mis-interpretations of his followers or
mis-interpretations of hostile schools. As to how
far I have been successful in the attempt, the
critical reader alone has to be the judge.

The Adhyatma Prakasha Karyalaya is to be
congratulated on its prompt execution of neatly
printing the work. For the many errors that have
survived in proof-correction, my inadvertance
and failing eye-sight are as much responsible as
the composing staff.

1 have as usual completely entrusted the
work to the Chairman, Adhyatma Prakasha
Karyalaya, Holenarsipur, for purposes of publi-
shing and giving it a wide publicity.

Holenarsipur. AUTHOB.
8-7-1965.
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BACK-TO-SHANKARA SERIES

Editor and Commentator :
SWAMI SATCHIDANANDENDRA SARASWATI.

nramssgreang:, sRfasiaEd 9 - afommg -
The Isa, Kena, Ketheka end Mundaka Upanizhads and th®
Shikshavalli of the Taittiriya, critically edited separately with
the Bhashya and Notes,
SIAGAGT TS T — Gl AregERaiEEhakar -
Anandavalli and Bhriguvalli with an elaborate original
commentary. Contains a critical review of all mis-interprete-
tions as also of objections of adverse schools.
avgFargEigh;: - guRed) NeogaRawt 1 sfwar s -
This is the first attempt of its kind to present both
Gaudapada and Shaunkara in their true perspective.
AT - AGTGAIRA T —~
A New original sub-commentary on the Adhyesa Bbashya
pointing out a straight and smooth way to the essentials of the

Vedanta method. All later undesirable accretions cleared
out of the way.

grasariacafiaedt -

A new commentary on Shankera’s Bhashya bringing out
the salient features of Shankara’s system and its method.
Written in the same lines as the Janmadyadhikarana.

Apply for descriptive catalogue to -
ADHYATMA PRAKASHA KARYALAYA,
HOLENARSIPUR (Hassan Dist,, Mysore State).



