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PUBLISHERS' NOTE

We are greatly rejoiced that we have been
able to place this part of the Satra-Bhashyartha-
Tattva-Vivecani at long last.

There is very little to add to what we wrote
in our Note to the second part of the Series
except that we have ventured to undertake its
publication just to complete the series, while
we are fully aware of the limited sale that origi-
nal Sanskrit works on Vedanta especially of the
nature of the present publication, command in
these days. At the same time we know that there
are critical students of Sankara’s works who have
been eagerly looking forward to the appearance
of this instalment which contains perhaps the most
interesting and important portion of Sankara’s
Bhashya on many a point of which Swamiji’s
new commentary sheds abundent light as was
expected.

Holengrsipur. Y. NARASAPPA

10-9-1970 Chairman, Working Commilttee,
Adhyatma Prakasha Karyalaya.



INTRODUCTION

I am thankful to Bhagavan Narayana whose
grace has spared me to complete this series of
commentaries on Sri Sankara’s Bhashya on the
Vedanta Satras,

The present portion of my commentary
relates to the Bhashya on the third and the
fourth Satras. The importance of the Bhashya
on these Sitras, lies in its clarification of the
concept of Sastra Pramanya in particular. The
Upanishads otherwise known by the name of
Vedantas, are rightly considered by all orthodox
interpreters as Vedas. Difference of opinion
prevails, however, with regard to how this part
of the Vedas, is to be regarded as a pramana or
valid means of knowledge with regard to Brah-
man, whose knowledge is taken to be a means of
Summum Bonum. All schools of Vedanta, ancient
or modern, advaitic or non-advaitic, are of the
unanimous opinion that the Vedas can be regard-
ed as pramapa only if they reveal truths beyond
the ken of other pramanas like perception or
inference, for if they merely expatiate upon what
is known by perception or some other prama-
pas, the very appellation of pramana-would be a
misnomer. But Vedantins of Sarkara’s tradition
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stand alone in holding the Upanishads as Pramapa
because they reveal an existent entity, Brahman
or Atman, which does not come within the scope
of perception or even the texts of Karmakanda.

Failing to realize that the Absclute Atman
who is no object, cannot be objectified by any
pramana, the ancient Vedantins could not grasp
the idea that Atman cannot be made subservient
to any injunction. Many of them held that all
Vedas teach some karma or things subservient to
some injunction such as meditation. Even today
all Vedantins hold that Brabman or the Highest
God, has to be meditated upon as enjoined in the
Vedas, and that the Highest Good or Moksha
is to be experienced in a special Heaven.

An importantd octrine of Sankara-Vedanta,
is that the Vedanta texts fall into two classes, one set
of them enjoining Upasanas or meditations which
performed yield fruits to be enjoyed in this life
or lead to joys to be experienced in the other
world. The second se. bf texts, however, teach
the nature of Brahman which is the Self of all
beings. The syntactical construction (wmsan) of
these texts, is such that they do not lead the
enquirers to any action after.understanding the
meaning of the sentence. The right knowledge
of the meaning of the text, leads to the immediate
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intuition of Brahman as the Self of the whole
universe as well as of the enquirer. When this
intuition dawns, one would realize that Brahman
or Atman is the All, the One without a second
and therefore there is nothing else remaining
to be known or done. This is what is called
Sadyomukti in Saikara-Vedanta. In Sadys-mukti
where one’s self is identified with the All, there
are no pramanas (means of knowledge), nothing
to be known, nor is there any knowledge distinct
from either of these. Since the Vedanta-Sastra
teaches this fact, it is called a Pramana, in that

sense. . L.
Another teaching convincingly brought to

the forefront in the Sitra, is that the seemingly
injunctive lexts about Sravana (study of texts),
Manana (reflection) and Nididhyasana (contemp-
lation), are meant only to turn the seekers’
mind inward unlike the genuine injunctions of
Karmas or Upasanas. Some of the subcommenta-
tors, and the Bhashyakaras of other schools of
Vedanta following the lead of these Post-Saskaras,
have misrepresented Sankara as implying that
for Jaana, Sravaga and other means are injunc-
tions of some sort. I have made a sustained
attempt in these pages to show that verbs in the
imperative mood in the context of Juana, are
intended only to recommend introspection and
make the inquirer ready to study the import of
the texts teaching the true nature of Atman.
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A fourth teaching of Vedanta which follows
as a corollary of the nature of Samanvaya taught
here, demands a passing mention. I have already
referred to this in connection with Sasira-
Pramayya, but it bears a repetition to call the
attention of the student of Vedanta. No word
or sentence actually teaches Brahman as an object
of knowledge, or meditation and Brahman can
never be taught as an object expressible in words.
The function of the texts, is only to negate all
distincts so as to reveal the Atman as He is.

The method of adhyaropapavada is used
throughout Vedanta in teaching the nature of
Reality. This Method is so important that it
deserves to be studied in all its bearings upon
Vedantic teaching in a separate treatise. But
the reader’s attention is specially invited to the
Sangkrit Appendix to the present work, explaining
how this method has been appliéd to all the first
four Satras and the Bhashya thereon. Sankara’s
arguments would lose their force for one who
failed to understand the modus operandi of this
traditional method.

1. T have written a book entitled * How fo recognize
the method of Vedanta’® which is prefixed to my Sanskrit
work * 3gwasfarafdw "+ Another book on the subject
is in active preparation.
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I have not said anything here upon the
criticisms to be found both in the body of the
book as well as in the Appendix touching the
post-Sankara advaitins again and again. The
reader is requested to make a careful study of
the various interpretations of Saikara, which have
gained currency nowadays in the name of Saskara.
Unless one. has succeeded in trying to get out
of the morass created by these confusing post-
Saikara writings, one can never hope to get at
the gepuine teaching of the Sitra-Bhashya. I have
to apologize for the misprints, errors of expression
and thought that may be found in the book.
My failing eye-sight and health combined with
my unavoidable absence from the station in
connection with pressing work elsewhere, have all
contributed to these no less than my inherent lack
of proficiency. The publishers will gladly receive
any criticisms and make corrections in a second
edition, if the work is destined at all to have one.

L have hereby completely made over all
the rights of the work to the authorities of the
Adhyatma Prakasha Karyalaya, Holenarsipur,
as I have done in the case of my previous works.

Bangalore AUTHOR
10-9-1970
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