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INTFODUCTION

The Bhagavadgita, or the ‘Lord’s Song’ as it
has been called, has suflfered from the very popu-
larity it has gained in the literary world. In
proportion to the numbcer of languages into which
it has been wranslated and the numcrous new
commentaries that have sprung up besides the
varieties of expositions that have bcen making
their appearance almost cvery year, our ability
to spot and appreciate the genuine Gita teaching
seems to be thinning out more and more. The
great Sarkaracharya whose Bhashya on the work
is the most ancient one yet available, has had to
berd under the weight of the increasing number
of sub-commentaries and newer and newer inter-
pretations.

My aim in writing the present work, how-
ever, is not concerned with these differences and
conflicts of interpreters. 1 only wanted to make
an experiment and sec whether it be not possible
to make Saskara explain himself independently
of the assistance offered by glossators and whether
it be not practicable to get a system of Gita-
teaching by an analysis of the work purely on the
basis of the self-explanatory Bhashya. 1 now
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frnd that it is not only feasible but also the only
means of arriving at the conclusive teaching of
the Gita as regards both spiritual discipline and
enlightenment.  Only this way, at Jeast that is
what T have come to believe, the several tenets are
to be [elt to be in perfect unison and form an
wtelligible whole serving as a guide on the path
to aspirants for enlightenment and realization of
their true Self.  The reader, of course, has to
judge for himself and see how far this conclusion
of miue is appealing to his own heart.

And now for the teaching itself. ankara
says that the Bhagavadgita is a Smrti containing
the quintessence of all Vedic teaching (ar=dzdan-
“ggyaq ), and he confirms this view of his in the
Satra-Bhashya also, for even where Badarayana
appeals to a Smrti in general terms (e. g. ¥gas -
3~%, @afa 7 2-y-10) the Saikara-Bhashya addu-
ces specific viokas from the Gita.  This view has
the sanction of Sri Krishna himsclll who appeals
to the Vedas and the Vedanta wadition in the
Gita (p. 16)*. This fact is of great linportance to
the secker of Truth here; for unlike the other
Darsanas, the Gita according to Sankara, based as it
is on the Upanishads, ncver appeals to perception

1. The numbers given within brackets are those
of the present work.
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and other canons of right knowledge (Pramanas)
but to the Sastric knowledge and universal
intuition (o fAwmakaey Bhg. 7-2, 9-1). 1 have
therefore cited the relavent Upanishad Texts in
foot-notes wherever the Gita appears merely to
ccho the Sruti without striving to prove facts.
This accounts for Saskara’s following the tradi-
tional custom of styling this sacred work as the
Gua-sasira, implying thercby that it is based
upon Sasira or the Veda only (pp. 1, 5. 40).

1 have given my reason for considering the
colophon at the end of each chapter of the Gita
as not rcally forming part of the text (p. 31).
Neverthcless, this tail-piece Lo be Tound in most
of the printed books contains a valiable descrip-
tion of the natute of the contents of the Gita,
when it characterizes the work as Brahma-Vidys
(knowledge of Brahman), and ¥Toga-astra (the
Science of the Yogas), for notwithstanding the
loud protestation of the dualistic schools of
Vedanta to the contrary, the Bhagavadgita is
really Brahma-Vidya in the strict sense of the
term ; that is to say, it closely follows the Upa-
nishads when it declares in unmistakable terms
that Brahman is the very Self residing in the
heart of each creature (ergaean qeiEa gdqamafaa:.
Bhg. 10-20}, and conversely the individual soul
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in all the bodies, is really the Divine-Being (S
aify vt Afg, 13-2). For further details regarding
the Divinity as uaderstood by the author of the
Gita, the reader is referred to the Chapter XVIIIL
in Bhagavat-tattva-viveka) of the present work.

As for the other epithet ‘Yoga- sastra’, it should
be observed that on the right understanding of
the term “Yoga’ depends what we would regard
as the essential teaching of this holy scripture
concerning the means to final release from life’s
bondage. According to Saikara ultimate resting
in the intuition of Reality, with the metaphysical
renunciation of all empirical activity is what is
called ‘Yoga’, while the secondary ‘Yogas’, to
wit, the Karma ¥oga, the Dh_y‘iina Yoga, and the
Bhakti Yoga, are so called because they directly
or indirectly lead to this Yega par excellence
(pp- 20, 24). In particular, according to the Gita,
each and every ‘Yoga’ becomes entitled tobe
called by that name only in so far as it is somehow
related to Bhagavan or the Divine Being (p. 132).

It should be especially noted that the terms
‘Yoga’ and ‘Sankhya’ do not bear the same con-
notation in the Gita as they do in the schools of
philosophy ordinarily known by these names. I
have therefore drawn the attention of the reader
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to this fact at the very outset (Chapters IV and V)
so as to wean away his mind from the usual
prejudice against the Gira which has led some
thinkers to surmise that this scripture is a mixture
of these Dardanas with a sprinkling of Vedanta.
Yurther in order to convince the beginner that-
the Gita, in spite of its frequent use of Saskhya
and Yoga terms, has altogether its own system
to offer, I have in the Appendix compared and
contrasted it with these two Darvanas with refer-
ence to some important particulars of doctrine.
A special feature of the present work is that
a considerable portion of it is devoted to dis-
criminate the several shades of meaning of certain
important technical terms interspersed through-
out, a clear grasp of which alone can enable one
to distinguish the several dectrines here pro-
pounded. The fairly exhaustive Index at the
end is intended to strengthen and prepare the
intellect of the beginner for this line of enquiry.
I regret very much that a number of print-
ing and other errors have remained uncorrected
in the body of the book owing especially to my
being engrossed in the preperation of a larger
work and frequent unavoidable absence from the
station during the time this was in the press. I

remember with special gratefulness and Nariyapa
2
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Smaranams the services rendered by Br. Sri.
Parakkaje Subrahmanya Bhatta, Vedanta Yiro-
mani, who has prepared the errata list given at
the end of this edition. The errors will of course
be expunged from a future edition if the book is
destined to have one.

1 hope that this humble analysis of the Gita,
teaching in accordance with Sadkara’s Bhashya
will rouse the curiosity of the reader and stimulate
him to take to a more diligent study of that sacred
work as also of the classical works of that ancient
Acarya with special reference to his views on the
Gita. My labour in producing a pioneer work
of this kind will have been amply rewarded if
Bhagavan Narayana’s grace produces this effect,
upon the minds of even a small number of those
that happen to dip into this booklet.

The right of printing and publishing the work
has been completely made over, as in the case of
my previous writings, to the Adhyatima Prakasha
Karyalaya, Holenarsipur.

HOLENARSIPUR. THIL AUTHOR
20-12-1965.
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R R BRI aReat
FlAFA FEgAIA:
BACK - TO - SHANKARA SERIES

Editor and Commentator :
SWAMI SATCHIDANANDENDRA SARASWATI

FaFmR eI RARTS:, afefasimEt @ - afwawragar: -
The Isa, Kena, Kathaks and Mundake Upanishads and the

Bhikshavalli of the Taittiriya, critically edited separately with
the Bhashys and Notes.

MAFZASY TIAH | ~ A=, ArgEREtEEhakar -
Angndavalli and Bhrignvalli with an elaborate original

commentary, Containg a critieal review of all mis interpreta-
tions as also of objections of adverse schools.
angFmgafaf: - suRed MewzmiE 9 afmar e -
Thie is the first attempt of its kind to present both
Gaudapads and Shankarsa in their true perspective.
I - GRS FiAeTE ~
A pew crigival sub-commentary on the Adhyasa Bhashya
pointing out a straight and smooth way to the essentials of the

Vedanta moethcd, All later undesirable aceretions cleared
out of the way.

L nsaaRed -

A wew commentary on Shankara’s Bhacshve on  the
Fignasa and the Janmadi Adhikaraoas brivging out the
salient features of Shankara's system and its method.

Appiy for descriptive catalogue to

ADHYATMA PRAKASHA KARYALAYA,
HOLENARSIPUR.
(Hassan District, Mysore State, India.)



