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Publishers’ Note

We are delighted to bring out this new com-
mentary on a portion of the Chandogya by Sri
Satchidanandendra Saraswati Swamiji. It is a
solid contribution to Vedanta in asmuch as it
solves many difficulties with which even scholars
have been confronted in interpreting this part
of the Upanishad.

We are highly grateful to Swamiji for having
entrusted the publication to us as usual. Our
warm thanks are due to Sri S. Venkatachalaiah
of Sakrepatna and Sri Prasada Rao of Poona
whose generous contributions have partly met
the printing expenses of the book.

Holenarsipur Y. NARASAPPA,
10-6-1969 Chairman, A. P. Karyalaya.



INTRODUCTION

THE TITLE OF THE WORK

This book has been entitled  Brahmavidya -
rahasya-vivyti because it aims at revealing the true
naturc of Bralunavidya or the right knowledge
of Brahman. Brahma is, us most of us know, the
Reality underlying all the phenomenal Universe.
All the Upanishads, according to Sankara, purport
to teach that Brahman alone ss the real Sclf of
the Universe, and that each one of the individual
selves in it is cssentially idemticul with that
Braliman.

'BRAHMAN IN ITS DUAL ASPECT

Before arviving at this ultimate conclusion
of Upanishadic teaching, the interpreter of the
texts has to surmount two seemingly formidable
difficultics. In the first place he has to recognize
that Brahman, which is in itsell vold of nll speci-
fic features (Nirvisesha) and therefore incllable,
1s delied in positive terms (such ny amy real,
mag consciousness, shaage bliss) as often ay it is
described negatively (e. g. e @i wrd Rrag
firgag partless, actionless, free from plurality,
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free from blemish, untainted). And in the second
place he has to realize that Brahman is presented
in two different aspects, viz, in a context where
enquiry into its real nature is in view, and in
another context where meditation on its nature is
enjoined. In the former case, Brahman is called
Para Brahman, higher Brahman and even while it is
taught through associating factors these are to be
regarded only as devices employed for purposes of
instruction and not as actually appertaining to it.
In the latter case it is Apara Brahman the lower
Brahman and should be regarded as endowed
with qualifying adjuncts and both Brahman and
its qualities must be supposed to bave been
recommended for'meditation. Saskara has stated
this in so many words when he observes qag qeaR
mw wRfpaafiey frAafidey 9 Igeda  Jadr @
871,3gaf23d 1 “ Thus one and the same Brahman
is taught in the Upanishads as qualified by
adjuncts to be regarded as belonging to it for the
purpose of meditation, and as devoid of all associ-

ating factors when it is proposed to be known.”
S.Bh. 1-1-12, p. 35.

INADMISSIBLE INTERPRETATIONS OF VEDANTA

Failure to discriminate these governing
Principles of interpretation, has misled some other
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Bhashsyakaras, notably Ramanuja for instance,
into regarding the entire body of the Upanishads
as purporting to teach a qualified Brahman
throughout and denying that there are any texts
that teach Brahman devoid of specific features.
And the inability to understand Sadkara’s termi-
nology correctly in regard to the use of words like
lsvara and Guni1 has been responsible for the
misinterpretation of Saikara on the partof a sub-
school which, while recognizing the distinction of
the higher Brahman without distinctive qualities
(fdm) and the lower Brahman with particular
qualities (&g, maintained the absurd doctrine
that even knowers of the non-dual Brahman
become merged only in the qualified Brahman
and have to wait for absolute release till all the
innumerable souls are finally released (aigfs) !

THE SCOPE OF THE PRESENT
SUB-COMMENTARY

In order to guard against all such aberra-
tions, I have chosen this particular chapter of
the Chandogya where the Saguya and the Nirguya
doctrines are couched in similarity of expression
with regard to the description of Brahman and
the goal to be reached, but two distinct and
different methods of approach are detailed in
the course of presentation. I have made a
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sustained effort both in the body of the work and
in the Appendix to show how one and the same
Brahman with the same cpithets, is addressed to
two different aspirants of two distinct levels of
the intellect who are expected to meditate or
intuit after attentive enquiry and 1eap the benefit
of their effort in a world hereafter or in this very
life according to their desert.

The work itself is divided into two main
sections. The first is a description of the steps
of meditation to be practised befere one gets a
vivid vision (wi@esit) of the geal and the eschato-
logical fruits to be reached in the Highest Heaven
or Brahma-Loka. While this is undoubtedly a
path of unflinching faith to the very end, yet
there are hopeful signs of experience felt in this
very hife also as will be noticed in the secondary
fruits vouch-safed to the devotee. The second
section recounts how this Reality can be intuited
here and now by a qualified and strenuous
enquirer through introspection. The results of
the enquiry as revealed through the dialcgue
between "Prajapati and Indra, also serve as
a guarantee of what is taught in the previous
section. Reason is thus made the support of faith
and places the Upanishadic doctrine ¢n a fium
foundation.
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I fervently hope that this humble attempt
will be of some service to students of Sankara-
Vedanta in reconciling the apparently conflicting
teachings with regaid to Bralhma-Vidya,

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

My Narayana Swaranams to all those that
have helped me to mnake this book as useful as it
may prove to be and to the Adhyatmn Prakasha
Karyalaya for having accepted the Gopy Right of
the booklet and for having published It promptly.
1 bring this introduction to u close by praycrfully
remembering the grace of Bhagavan Narryaga
who inspired me with any good thoughts that may
have been recorded in thesc puges.

Holenarsipur. SATCHIDANANDENDRA SARASWATI
May 29, 1969
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THE
ADHYATMA PRA¥ASHA KARYALAYA,

( BSTABLISHED 1920 )
HOLENARSIPUR. (Hassan Distiict, Musore State, India )

An Institution to help the interpretation of Indian
Culture by stimulating the study and practice of the
Adhyatina Vidya —Philosophy and Religion in its
universal aspect — especially as revealed in the
Upanishads and allied literature.

1. Has so far published more than ONE HUNDRED
AND FORTY BOOXS in Kannada, English and
Sanskrit.

2. Arranges for frequent DISCUSSIONS,
DISCOURSES, and PUBLIC LECTURES; VEDANTA
CLASSES in the morning form a regular feature.

3. Has a frce-lending LIBRARY and a READING
ROOM for the public.

4. Conducts a Kannada Monthly Magazine called
the “ ADHYATMA PRAKASHA *°, dcvoted to Jiiana,
Bhakti and Vairagya.

5. Maintains a VEDANTIC COLLEGE for
training up modcl students for the dissemination of
Vedantic ideas.

6. Has a TEMPLE dedicated to the scrvice of
Sri Digvijaya Rima.

Please apply to the Manager
for fuller information



