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PUBLISHERS’ NOTE

Swami Sri Satchidanandendra Saraswatiji
has explained at great length in his introduction
the objeet of this new work, which he has written
at our request. It is intended for the use of
critical students of Vedanta as well as beginners.

There are very few writers, if any at all, who
have devoted their whole life like the Swamiji,
to the arduous task of rescuing the traditional
system from later accretions. And we fervently
hope that the present work will be appreciated
by the public in the same spirit as his previous
productions.

Holenarsipur Y. NARASAPPA,
18-9-1968 Chairmen, A. P. Karyalaya.



INTRODUCTION
B

TITLE OF THE WORK

This booklet is intended to be a compendium
of Vedanta according to Sadkara’s tradition
purged of all later accretions and misrepresenta-
tions. It is entitled Visuddha-Vedanta-Sara (Essence
of ‘pure’ Vedanta) not only in the sense that it
aims at distinguishing this system from all other
modes of presentation, pre-Sankara or post-
S'agkara, but also from unnecessary and clashing
doctrines imported from the Mimasisa, Sankhya,
Yoga, Nynya and other systems, with which
Vedantic doctrines are usually confounded in
recent Vedantic treatises and discussions.

In the first place, Sankara-Vedanta has to be
contrasted with the Puarva-Munamsz in so far as it
does not take the Sruti to be merely an authority
on the nature of Brahman in the same way as the
Vedas are, concerning Dharma or religious duty,
for Srutis are pramana here because they lead us
to the direct intuition (anubhava)of Brahman, In
the second place Vedantas or the Upanishads, are
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not taken here to be mere testimony subservient
to inference {anumzana), which latter is the most
potent means of knowledge for the Sarkhye and
some other darsanas. And in the third place,
the Vedanta system does not propose to offer a
course of mental discipline with the object of
extricating the Purusha,—who as one’s real self is
assumed to be one among many such — from the
clutches of Prakrti. Again, Vedanta never appeals
to pramanas, or empirical means of right know-
ledge, in establishing the nature of the objects of
knowledge, as the Nyaya does. Nor does Vedanta
subscribe to the Vaiseshika’s dogma that the
Atman is a substance {Dragya) and an object of
knowledge (Prameya). And lastly, Vedanta never
agrees with the speculative Buddhism of the
Yogachara idealist when he infers the sole exis-
tence of Vijiiana {momentary conscicusness) basing
himself on the mere circumstance of invariably
simultanecus appearance of both the object and
the consciousness of it, and extending the analogy
of dreams to waking. Nor is this system an ultra-
rationalism like the Sunyavada of the Madhyamika
who, with a peculiar dialectic of his own, is
prepared to demolish logically all views of Reality
in order to arrive at the essencelessness of the
reasoner himself no less than of all objects.
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Actuated by a desire to present the essence
of Saskara’s Vedanta in a nut-shell from this
point of view, I have composed the present work
to meet the need of the critical student as well as
of the beginner. Accordingly, I have scrupu-
lously confined myself to the standard works of
Sri  Gaudapadacarya, Sri Saskaracarya and
Sri Sures'varacarya whenever I had to appeal to
authorities in support of my views. Of course
the truths of Vedanta, according to this tradi-
tion, depend upon reason based upon universal
intuition and not upon the idiosyncracy or a
particular line of interpretation of the sacred
literature by any individual acarya.

The work itself is mainly divided into three
sections in view of the three sources of knowledge
accepted by this tradition, to wit, direct universal
intuition. the mind and the senses. Adkyzropa-
Apavada-Prakriya (deliberate superimposition and
rescission), the unique method of expesition
adopted in the Upanishads, has been assigned a
prominent place, and the line of reasoning known
as the Anvaya-Vyotireka-Nyzya (tracing the constant
reality running through all the variable appea-
rances) has been employed in determining the
nature of Reality.
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In the second section, special attention of the
reader has been drawn to the distinction between
the nature of knowledge { j37na) and mweditation
(upzsanz ) on the ome hand, and nididhyasona
(revealing contemnplation) and upzsana (raedita-
tion in its aspect of staying the mind upon
Atman) on the other. And in the third section,
a fairly comprehensive account has been given of
Karma-Yoge and the successive spiriiual stages
leading to final realization. The whole work is
then rounded off with an account of Jiven-mukti
{release in this very life) as described in crankara's
classical works,

1 hope that a fairly complete outline of
Sankara’s Vedanta has been presented in this
small work with all the special features calculated
to mark it off from similar publications already
in the field. The style is catechismal in form just
to make the flow of argument continuous and
easily intelligible.

1 shall feel amply rewarded if some of my
readers at least are satisfied with this humble
attempt and are animated to continue their study
in this direction.

My Narayana-smaranams to all those that
have rendered this endeavour a success, and
especially to the Adhyatma Prakasha Karyalaya
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for having accepted the Copy Right of the
booklet and published it so soon. I shall grate-
fully treasure in my heart the benign grace of
Bhagavan Narayana that prompted me to take up
my pen to write these few pages.

Holenarsipur SWAMI SATCHIDANANDENDRA SARASWATI
8§-9-1968
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ENGLISH BOOKS
ON

SHANKARA’S VEDANTA

1. Avasthitraya OR The Unique Method of Vedanta.
A valusble Introduction to the study of Vedants as the
Science of Reality.

2. Studdha-S'ankara-Prakriya-Bhaskara —
(Light on the Vedantic Method )

The first two sections showing how S'arikers’s svstem of
Vedanta belongs to one of the many Advaitic schools that
prevailed even before his time, and that his system has &
hoary tradition which differs from the cthers in respech of the
peculinr method it adopbs.

3. S'uddha-S'arnkara-Prakriva-Bhaskara -

The second purb cousisting of three sections. If sets forth
the Landmarks of Safikara-Vedanta, aud explaing ite peculiar
method elong with its principal varieties.

4, S'uddha-S’znkara-Prakriya-Bhaskara -

The third part of the work. It contrasts S'atikers’s system
with other ancient Advaitic Systems at some length and shows
how the charge thet it iz Buddhism in disguise is utterly
uanfounded,

For a detail Catalogue of Books and Price List

apply to :

The Adhuatma DPrakasha Karualaua,
HOLENARSIPUR.
Hassan District, Mysore State. (S. lglway)

1000~-5-9-63 The Adhyutra Prakeshs Press, Holenarsipur,
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THE
ADHYATMA PRAKASHA KARYALAYA,

{ ESTABLISHED 1920 )
HOLENARSIPUR. (ilassan District, Musore State, India)

An Institution to help the interpretation of Indian
Culture by stimulating the study and practice of the
Adhyatma Vidya — Philosophy and Religion in its
universal aspect — especially as revealed in the
Upanishads and allied literature.

1. Has so far published more than ONE HUNDRED
AND FORTY BOOKS in Kannoada, English and
* Sanskrit.

2. Arranges for frequent DISCUSSIONS,
DISCOURSES, and PUBLIC LECTURES; VEDANTA
CLASSES in the morning form a regular feature.

3. Has a free-lending LIBRARY and a READING
ROOM for the public.

4. Conducts a Kanrada Monthly Magazine called
the “ ADHYATMA PRAKASHA ”, devoted to Jiana,
Bhakti and Vairagya.

5. Maintains a VEDANTIC COLLEGE for
training up model students for the dissemination of
Vedantic ideas.

6. tlas a TEMPLE dedicated to the service of
Sri Digvijaya Rama.

Please apply to the Manager
for fuller information



