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PUBLISHERS’ NOTE

Readers of Swami Satchidanandendra Saraswati-
jUs Sitra Bhashyartha-Tattva-Vivecans and the Vedanta
Prakriya Pratyabhijnz, are well aware of the un-abated
vigour with which he has been endeavouring to rescue
Sa-kara’s Vedanta from later accretions by way of
sub-commentaries and glosses as well as from mis-
representations of adverse critics. Here is his latest
attempt to disentangle Satkara’s teachings from those
of one of the traditional interpretations which have
indistinguishably entwined themselves around for a
long time.

Swamiji has done yeoman’s service in this work
in exposing the fallacies of argument that would
persuade us to believe that Saskara’s Absolutism is
one and the same as the system of the Pancapadika
and other interpretations of Vedanta which are theo-
logical and speculative to a degree and invariably
proceed from an ontological point of view. Let us
hope that impartial criticism will prevail at long last
and appreciate the worth of this invaluable contri-
bution.

Assistance from the following donors has given
us some relief in meeting the printing expenses of the
work. Sri Jaya Vasudeva Sastry, Professor, Bhuma-
reddy Engineering College, Hubli; Sri K.S. Srikantiah,
Vanivilas Mohalla, Mysore; Srimati Lakshmi-
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devamma, Mattur, Shimoga Dt., and a gentleman in
Bombay who prefers to remain anonymous. We are
deeply thankful to them all. Swamiji has asked us
to record his Narayanasmaranams to these generous
souls as well as to the Vidwans who have gone
through the manuscript and offered useful sugges-
tions.

Holenarsipur, Y. NARASAPPA,
6-7-1966. Chairman, A. P. Karjalaya.




INTRODUCTION
_...:§:___

VEDANTIC ABSOLUTISM
OBSCURED BY LATER COMMENTATORS

After the traditional Absolutism had been placed
on a firm footing by Gaudapadacarya and espccially
by his grand-desciple Sankaracarya, the ancicnt rival
schools were almost all supplanted and the system held
on for some time unchallenged in the field of Indian
Philosophy. Innate tendency of the human mind,
however, soon asserted itself, and Advaita Vedanta
succumbed to the in-roads of realism in the garb of
Advaita itself.

This time it was not a full-fledged rival system
that attacked the traditional school, but two diflcrent
systems that reconciled themselves to occupy the
subordinate position of supplying critical expositions,
callcd Tikas, of Saskara’s Bhashya so that they might
infuse their own doctrines subtly into the dominent
philosophy. This artifice was so very successful that
the original system soon became inextricable from the
teachings of these two rival, and in some respects
even mutually opposed schools, and today Vedantins
are nowise disconcerted to accept both of them as
forming part and parcel of Saikara’s Advaita. The
idea is, that there are no doubt some differences of
opinion regarding certain doctrines relating to emperi-
cal truths, but thesc are due to the different means of
approach employed to reveal the naturc of Keality,
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and do not matter at all so long as both the sub-schools
are in perfect agreement about the nature of the
Absolute. The critical student of Advaita is thus
inevitably thrown into a state of perplexity as to what
exactly is the system of Sankara. Whether that great
thinker actually agrees with this or that school, or has
a system of his own distinct from both, continues to
be an unsolved enigma to this day.

THE ScoPE OF THE PRESENT WORK

A vast amount of Advaitic literature has grown
up around the original works of these two branches,
called the Paucapadika and the Bhamat: respectively.
There have appeared numerous original works, sub-
commentaries and manuals, each supporting the
doctrines of its own tradition and controverting those
of writers in the other camp. The Panicapadika in parti-
cular, has a brilliant exposition by Prakavatma Yati,
called the Vivarana, which has almost cast the original
work into the shade, so much so that this school now
usually goes by the name of the Vivarava School, after
this famous work. It is the Pancapadikaz in particular
that I have undertaken to examine in order to see
how far the teachings of this sub-commentary, are in
consonance with those of the Bhashya.

THE SCHOOLS TO WHICH THE PAXCAPADIKA AND
THB BHAMATIi ACTUALLY OWE THEIR ALLEGIANCE

I have already shown very briefly in my Intro-
duction® to the Vedanta-Prakriya-Pratyabhijnz (Section
VII), how both the sub-schools differ from Sadkara,

1. Published separately wunder the title *‘ How to
Recognize the Method of Vedanta ™.
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but my sole aim in that work was to clarify my posi-
tion that all writers on Vedanta except Gaudlapada,
Sankara and Suresvara, have failed to recognize the
only genuine method of Vedanta. The object of the
present thesis is to show in detail how the originators
of both these sub-schools professing to follow Sarkara,
really owe their allegiance to different ancient schools
of Vedanta quite distinct from Sajkara and at vari-
ance with it in many respects. That Vacaspati Mivra,
the founder of the Bhamati Tradition, has actually
glossated on Mapdana’s Brahma-Siddhi from which he
has freely borrowed and displayed many doctrines
and even technical words, verbatim quotations or
adaptations thereof in the Bhamati, is too patent to
be denied. Detailed substantiation of this allegation,
has to be reserved for another occasion. This MisTa’s
predecessor, the author of the Pancapadika on the
other hand, has doctrines foreign and even opposcd
to Sankara’s, to prove which we have to rely only on
textual criticism but can trace them to no particular
treatise of any school so far known. From a casual
allusion found in 1he Brahma-Siddhi, however, we can
gather that this school, which takes Awidya to be the
material cause of the Universe, was still flourishing
independently during Maydana’s time; for he writes
“am iwy afamagadzafify:  emfenan efaa’ g
(‘ The supporters of the thcory that Awvidya is the
material cause of the manifold, aver that Advidya is
beginningless and serves no teleological purpose. *).

THE PARCAPADIRA AND 1TS AUTHOR

The Pancapadika (literally ‘consisting of five padas®)
is actually a fragmentary work containing the dis-
cussion of Sankara’s Sitra Bhashya on the first four
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Satras of Badarayana. There are indeed evident
indications, in the portion of the work available, that
the author actually proposed to comment upon the
whole of the Bhashya, but diligent search so far made,
has not succeeded in unearthing anything beyond the
Tika on the Catus-Sufrz portion. Poetical works called
s'cnkara-Vijayas, ascribe the work to Padmapada Acarya,
the direct disciple of Saskara, but no trustworthy

evidence internal or external has been so far adduced
by any scholar to ratify this tradition. Nor do we

have any reliable information about any other work
safely assignable to the author. Inhis Foreword to the
English translation of the Pasicapadika, Sri B. Bhatta-
charya, General Editor of the Gackwad’s Oriental Series,
(p. 1x) writes that the second work attributed to
Padmapada 1s the Atmabodha Vyakhyana also called
the Vedanta Sara; but that work is neither widely
known nor published yet. Nor can we be sure of the
identity of the author of certain Tantric works attri-
buted to Padmapada by tradition. Indeed, we have
to make sure in the first place that the Pasicapadika is
genuinely from the pen of Padmapada, the direct

disciple of Sankara, before we hazard any further
judgment respecting the author of the work.

Tur Ama AND UpsHOT OF THE PRESENT INQUIRY

I have already stated that the main object of the
inquiry instituted n the present work, is to show that
the Pancapadika really represeunts altogether a different
school of Vedanta while it covertly poses to be a
sub-commentary on a work propounding Vedantic
Absolutism. I am quite aware that I am liable to be
charged with sacrilege and blasphemy by the orthodox
admirers of a book now universally ascribed to a holy
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personage, the great Padmapada himself. But I owe
it to myself to declare openly before the earnest
students of Sankara-Vedanta, that we should be guilty
of a greater sacrilege when we impute to the sacred
names of the universally respected Sankara and
Gau lapada, repositories of genuine Vedantic tradition,

doctrines which they would indignantly repudiate
under any circumstances. Being convinced as I am

of the disparity and even mutual opposition of these
two systems, I have not hesitated to place them before
my readers in their true perspective, and to disclose
how we have been deceiving ourselves all these days.
that the one is really an interpretation of the other.
It is high time that we ceased stifling our conscience
and boldly recognized the distinctive features of the
mutually exclusive sets of teachings as such.

TwoO SYSTEMS THAT ARE As POLES ASUNDER

I have summarized the cardinal tenets of each of
these schools in the Sanskrit Introduction, so that one
can see at a glance how, set against each other, they
would visibly exhibit their diametrically opposite
nature. It will be sufficient here to call attention to
the fundamental differences in the very view-points
from which they judge things. In the first place,
Sankara says that the final intuition of Brahman
results from a rational co-ordination of partial intui-
tions ( FAFAISTHARAR TMGFAAY, [ SR, WIRAAAA-
@ qaacgfasgaw mmga@ S, B, 1-1-2, p. 8), universal
intuition being taken here as the one source of Vedantic
knowledge. Knowledge arising from Sruti-texts like
¢ That thou art’ is immediate intuition of an existent
fact which can never be doubted or denied. (wgwaiss g
MATEH ‘QREATINY w’ gR g, ‘ovaafy gl @ fIgegagmig

2
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S.B. 3-3-32, p. 407); =@y mfi aifzaa gfy a1 owa akga,
‘@ qF A AguA’ FARRAASYA , ARRAT TEMEAIgATIIEAT, S. B.
1-1-4, p. 20). According to the Pancapadika, however,

doubt is possible even in the case of direct knowledge
of Atman, and reason may have to be called in to

rescue this knowledge from insecurity (qsmigaaR =Rel
aafafyay @waggRs waft | A7 aq @EWATY q% FIEAHAR |
p. 91)'. In the second place, Sasnkara is sure that
final knowledge arising from listening to the Vedantic
text being of the nature of ultimate intuition, identi-
cal with Brahman or one’s own Self, takes one to the
final goal itself and there remains nothing more to be
achieved (@, wiy:@RBgTIIArARISETY $AY ARAFA: |
A A aEmangada: Flagsay Fawafrsda S, B, 4-1-2,
p. 463), whereas the author of the Pancapadika
believes that repeated contemplation of that know-
ledge (Fmwara:) has got to be practised (p. 97) before

direct realization (@@r®R:) accrues to the aspirant.
Thirdly, while according to Saskara, Atman or the
Self being an immediacy self-established, needs no
proof for establishing its existence (& @wm waegs:

FRAMNT, QARG | T PR oA« awowdsy fggafkr S. B.
2-3-7, p. 268), the author of the Tika grants (pp. 91-
92) that. even the .immediateness of one’s own Self
may be questioned (wgrmEmRnalggaE ). Again,
Sankara thinks that the validity of the Atman arising

from listening to Vedantic texts like ‘ That thou art’
can never be questioned since it is the final intuition of

the non-dual Atman (wR srafg awog sEdsEs SRUFHT
ate: ot Refageigaafe 1 .. «sidsafsgaEd; - 7 37
waufarafis wfaal - gl wsq asqu;  «Rafgfsszaaa,
qFgAravwamE u S, B. 2-1-14, p. 199), the author of

1. References.in the brackets are to the Brahma Sutra
Bhashya in the case of Saikara and to the pages of the
present work in the case of the Paficapadika.
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the T:ka falls back upon the theological postulate
that the Veda being no product of the human mind
(msgealagqteRamizge:) is as valid a source of knowledge
concerning an existent entity, as it is in the case of
injunctions ( a%ta RARmFmag pp. 110-111) of rituals.
Finally, for Sarkara Avidya is only the mutual super-
imposition of the Self and the non-self, superimposition
being understood to mean no more than mistaking
one thing for another (waféns 8gfs:), as for instance
taking nacre for silver. This ignorance of course need
not be proved, for it is recognized to be such as soon as
pointed out, being within the experience of all of us
(sd@r®awan:). For the author of the Pancapadiks, however,
Avidya is an undefinable inert potentiality of ignorance
(whaadiar siftaer wlammf®:) which clings to the very
being of both the self and the external things, capable
of transforming itself into an illusory object (p. 19)
like the nacre-silver or the rope-snake. This Avidya
must be presumed to cling to the being of external
things (amasgawmengefadt), as otherwise we cannot
account for the origin of illusory objects (p. 19 far-
glawiaigess:). And in the case of the individual soul,
we have to postulate this Avidya on the strength of
Strutis which declare the identity of the soul with
Brahman ; for, how else could we explain the absence
of the knowledge of this identity except by supposing
that Avidyz envelops the Brahmic effulgent nature
(rmmsassm=eik®) of the individual self (p. 33) ?

It is obvious that Sarnkara’s is a rational system
based upon universal intuition, and Vidya and
Avidya in his scheme of arguments are quite intelligible
to all who are familiar with the antipathy between
knowledge and error in everyday life. The system
offered by the writer of the Pancapadika on the other
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hand, speculates on the basis of a hypothetical Avidyz
presumed just to account for the appearance of illusory
phenomena by a series-of controvertible arguments with
a view to justify the theological dogma that knewledge
of Brahman destroys the world of duality of which
the postulated Avidyz is the material cause. Who
can deny, with such sharp differences of doctrines
staring one in the face, that the so-called Pacapadika
(- Vivarana ) School offers us & conglomeration of

teachings actually pertaining to different and dis-
cordant systems somehow fused into one ?

I have tried to array a number of quotations from
the Sitra-Bhashya in the body of the present work and
some more from the Upanishads and the Bhagavadgita
in the Appendix - as against each discrepant doctrine
of the Pasicapadika not only to reveal how antipathetic
the latter is to the general trend of Sarkara’s thought,

but also to accumulate and present the many passages
scattered 1n the various Bhashyas on each particular

subject so that they may serve as a source of ready

reference to the earnest student of Sankara. In the
course of this critical study of the Paicapadika, 1 have

sometimes adduced passages culled from the Vivarana,
the Ishta-Siddhi, the Sankshepa Sariraka and the Bhamatr
as well, in so far as they have any bearing on certain
important topics discussed. I trust that these illustra-

tions will be useful not only to convince oneself about
the divergent and highly conflicting nature of the

Post-Sankara doctrines on particular subjects, but also

to serve the purpose of a healthy stimulus to the study
of the development of Vedantic thought.

AN APPEAL TO PANDITS AND PROFESSORS

If I have succeeded in some measure in bringing
home to the intellectuals the disharmony which reigns
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supreme in the realm of the present day Advaita
Vedanta owing to the indiscriminate admixture of
g'ankara and Post-S'askara doctrines, I shall have been
amply recompensed for my effort. I earnestly appeal
to all scholars - Vedanta Pundits as well as University
Professors - who may happen to be persuaded in this
direction, to makean earnest effort to see that Sankara’s
original system and the varieties of teachings contained
in the sub-commentaries - such as the Pancapadika, the
Vivarana, the Bhamatr or any other - are not mixed up
in teaching, so as to allow Advaita Vedanta to con-
tinue a mere pot-pourri of incoherent ideas. Teachers
of Vedanta in the public or private institutions
would be really doing a great service to the cause of
Advaita, or even Vedanta in general for that matter,
if they immediately set about making united efforts in
influencing the educational authorities to take active
steps to adapt the syllabus so that the original system
of Sankara may be studied in its pristine purity
before attempts are made to take up the developments
in the sub-commentaries.
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ENGLISH BOOKS

N iRADA’S APHORISMS ON BHAKTI (1938)

With Text and Translation. The book will serve as a
valuable guide to those who wish to tread the path of

Bhakti. Rs. 0-50
AVASTHA-TRAYA OR
THE UNIQUE METHOD OF VEDANTA (1937)

A valuable Introduction to the study of Vedanta as
pure philosophy. Rs. 0-40

MINOR WORKS OF SRI SHANKARAGCHARYA (1942)

Here are 16 of the most popular minor works of
Shankara with English translation. Rs. 1-25

HOW TO RECOGNIZE THE METHOD OF VEDANTA

The first sustained attempt to reduce all the seemingly
various methods of the Upanishads to the only comprehen-
sive one. Contains a brief account of the history of Vedantic
thought up to the time of ‘Sarvajnatma Muni. Rs. 2-25

VEDANTA OR THE SCIENCE OF REALITY (1965)

By K. A. Krishnaswamy Iyer. With a Foreword by
Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, m.a., (Now, the President of the
Republic of India). Second Revised Edition revised by
Swami Satchidanandendra Saraswati. This is a work
dealing with the immediate realization of Brahman by pure
reflexion on the witness of the three states. It sets out the
basis of all religions and the meaning of all experience.
Faith is justified by reason, and Etihcs is placed on firm
ground. All Systems of Thought, Eastern and Western, have
been examined to prove the truths of Vedanta. Rs. 20-00

Foreign price calculated at 2 Sh, per Rupee.

Apply to :
THE SECRETARY,

ADHYATMA PRAKASHA KARYALAYA,
HOLENARSIPUR. (Hassan Dist., Mysore State.)



This is the first sustained
effort to compare and contrast
¢ the Pancapadika’® with Sri
S'arikara’s Bhashya and to con-
vince the critical reader that
they actually present two
distinct systemsdiametrically
opposed to each other on the
cardinal tenets of Vedanta.
Basing himselfon a close study
of numerous passages culled
from the Bhashya, the author
has tried to persuade Pandits
and Professors that the study
of these as two independent
systems without interblending
is quite essential for a correct
and fruitful understanding of
S'aiikara’s teachings.



THE
ADHYATMA PRAKASHA KERYALAYA

( ESTABLISHED 1920 )
HOLENARSIPUR. (Hassan Dist.,, Mysore State.)

An Institution to help the interpretation of Indian
Culture by stimulating the study and practice of the
Adhyatma Vidya — Philosophy and Religion in its universal

aspect — especially as revealed in the Upanishads and
allied literature. |

1. Has so far Published more than ONE HUNDRED
AND THIRTY BOOKS in Kannada, English and Sanskrit.

2. Arranges for frequent DISCUSSIONS,
DISCOURSES, and PUBLIC LECTURES; VEDANTA
CLASSES in the morning form a regular feature.

3. Has a free lending LIBRARY and a READING
RDOM for the public.

4. €onducts a Kannada Monthly Magazine called the
‘“ADHYATMA PRAKASHA ", devoted to Gnana, Bhakti
and Vairagya.

5. Maintains a VEDANTIC COLLEGE for training
up model students for the dissemination of Vedantic idecas.

6. Has a TEMPLE dedicated to the service of
Sri Digvijaya Rama.

Please apply to the Manager
for fuller information,



