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THE AUTHOR

The author, Sri Gvananandendrasaraswathi
swamy, whois 92 is a profound Sanskrit
scholar and a devout student of the Adwaita
Philosophy. He has to his credit over 50 years
of intense study and teaching of the commen-
tarics of Sri Shankaracharya on the Brahma
Sutras, the Upanishads and the Bhagavad
Githa. Having obtained the certificate of
Proficiency in Oriental Learning in its relation
to Western Philosophy, he received the titles
of B.O L., Vedanta Shiromani from the Madras
University in 1917 and Vedantha Visharada
from the Madras Sanskrit College. As a
Scholar, Swamy commended himself to His
(late) Highness Krishnaraja Wodevar IV of
the Mysore Royal dynasty and became an
Asthanavidvan. He was a lecturer to His
Highness Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV for some
time in Advaitha Philosophy. Later he was
awarded a scholorship by the Maharaja to
study Westren Philosophy along with the M.A.
students under Professor A. R. Wadia in the
Maharaja’s College, Mysoie. He is disciple
of Sri Satchidanandendra Saraswathi Swamiji
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A PRE-VIEW
What is presented in this small booklet

invites the attention of learned scholars of
Advaita Vedanta, who are accustomed to know
the philosophy through the commentaries of
Vachaspati Misra and Pancapadikakara on
Sri Sankara Sutra Bhashya. It has been the
objective of the present author, Sri Jnananan-
dendra Saraswati Swamiji to pinpoint how
a well known -chatushastrapandita like
Vachaspatimisra has committed errors, nay,
injustices on the tradition of the Upanishads,
Gaudapada and Sankara, and distorted the
essence of pure non-dualism paving the way
for onslaughts by later dualistic Vedantas.
Sri Swamiji has only highlighted the issues and
lists the following errors in the work of
Vachaspati Misra :

1. that he misinterprets upanishad-vakyartha

2. opposes Sri Sankara’s Bhashyartha

3. contradicts his own statements

4. goes against universal experience

J. puts by SuddhaBrahma jagatkaranatva

6. contradicts his own philosophical concepts

1. opposes the experience of sushupti

8. goes against the upanishadic exposition
of the nature of sushupti, and
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9. contradicts Sankara’s Bhashya regarding
tbe exposition of sushupti.

On each of these the Swamiji quotes actual
positions of Vachaspathimisra. He has conti-
nued the issue taken up by his revered guru Sri
Saccidanandendra Saraswati Swamiji of Hole-
narasipur.

The earnestness of the author is clearly
evident all through when he appeals to jijnasus
and mumukshus. The present book is to be
taken along with his previous elaborations of
the Advaitic stand he has taken on concepts
of the nature of pure non-dual Brahman, on
maya, avidya, jagatkaranatva, jiva-brahma
sambandhatva, and specially on mula-avidya.
Readers will find in the present venture mate-
rial to ponder over. Certainly the book
provokes a wonder in the minds of readers
when it is pointed out how an eminent
personality like Vachaspati Misra covld com-
mit such grave mistakes.

The book throws a challenge to be met.

Sd. K. B. Ramakrishna Rao,

Head of the Department of Philosophy,
Unive sity of Mysore, Mysore.

Manasagangotri,
Mys.re.



FOREWORD

I am glad that His Holiness Sri Sr
Jnananandendra Saraswati is adding another
significant work into the stream of polemical
writings with the aim of purifying our under-
standing of the philosophical doctrine of Sri
Shankara. Its specific theme is that Vachaspati
Misra, the father of one tradition In
interpreting Shankara, is one in spirit and
terminology with the other tradition coming
down from Panchapadika, attributed to
Padmapada. The argument of the work oi
hand seems to be perfectly substantiated on
the basis of the heavy documentation offered
in support from the illustrious Bhamati itself.
When that comparatively localised problem is
solved happily. ltis worthwhile going over
briefly the broad metaphysical issues involved,
so that the significance of the polemics may
be correctly appraised.

(1) For the philosophy under considera-
tion, ultimate reality is one, secondless, inte gral
Brahman, of the nature of wunconditioned
consciousness. The mundane experience of the
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external world, consisting of matter, mutation
and p.urality, is just an Adhyasa, superimpo-
sition, or self-mis-identification covcring that
transcendent substratum. This Adhyasa is
named Avidya or Nescience.

(2) While so much is the common and
undisputed ground, secondary problems arise
in connection with the second tenet of process
of Adhyasa. Panchapadika raises the problem
as to how the pure and secondless conscious-
ness or spirit could be misconstrued by way of
Adhyasa. Adhyasa when analysed, discloses
the element of non-apprehension of the real
and the projection of the unreal. So much is
admitted in Shankara’s Mandukya-Bhashya
itself- Between the two elements, the negative
factor of non-apprehension is basal, while ths
misapprehension is the supzarstructure. Pancha-
padika finds it impossible to account for the
negative factor, unless an alien ®Something’,
a positive obstructive force is admitted as
being operative bringing about the non-appre-
hension in the context. That force is called
Moolavidya, the root-Nescience. Being a
pre-supposition of Adhyasa, it is no product
of the latter.
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(3) The present controversy starts
from this postulation of Moolavidya, a
positive force, not arising from Adhyasa. It
being Mo projection occuring within Adbyasa,
Vedantic enlightenment annihilating Adhyasa
leaves it intact. So ultimately two realities
remain, the transcendent Brahman and
this alien positive force., not posited by
Adhyasa and therefore not liable to elimi-
nation by the elimination of Adhyasa. This
criticism of the Non-dualistic thesis applies
with equal cogency against both the Pancha-
padika and Bhamati versions. That pointis ably
presented by both Sri Sri Satchidanandendra
Saraswathi and Sri Sri Jnananandendra-
Saraswathi.

(4 A ‘Back to Shankara’ movement
is in full swing owing to their illuminating lead
and a clear failure to find a statement or track
of the Moolavidya postulate in the authentic
works of Shankara is demonstrated. But where
are we now ? We have the absolute principle
and its misconstruction on hand and the
misconstruction cannot emanate from the
knowledge of first principle. for even right
apprehension, prama falls within the mis-
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construction. We can successfully abolish the
solution offered by Panchapadika and followed
by even Bhamati. But have we abolished the
problem? A conclusive proof that it is a
pseudo-problem is a desideratum. The state-
ment of the problem and its solution in Pancha-

padika may be recalled * SEAAfaFEMITEIT
@ gHOEA el S@RUAINEE  SERfERTEg

sgafaRigiRaafeafRasanza a@ waawE: |
The first part of the statement demands

dismissal. But how ?
S. S. Raghavachar

Our answer to the query raised
in the Foreword

As for the postulation of Mulavidya as
the cause of Adhyasa, the position adopted by
Shankara is as follows :

Adhyasa, which is corceived in its three
phases, viz.,, non-apprehension of reality
(agrakana), misapprehension of reality
(anyathagrahana), and the doubting of reality
(samshayagrahana) does not admit of an
explanation in the cause-and-effect formula.



Xvi

The reason is that the notion of cause and
effect arises from the state of Adhyasa, which
is the first and basic condition of all empirical
knowledge. No metaphysical speculation can
ever get behind or beyond this primary state
of our individuation. Therefore, the postula-
tion of a cause for Adhyasa is irrelevant as
even time and space, which are irrevecably
linked with the concept of causality are the
projections of this state. Thus the ultimate
Reality as determined by Shankara in Adwaita
Vedanta is beyond time, space and causality.
That is how Shankara builds his system of
philosophy on the triple pillars of Shruti
(scriptural authority), Anubhava (experience
which is universal), and Tarka (logic, which
does not contradict Shruti and Anubhava).
Therefore, the problem of accounting for
Adhyasa (agrahana etc.) as conceived by
Panchapadikakara is a fallacious attempt in
explaining Shankara’s’ position. The reality
is sygg, Therefore no zfsy exit in it.

The knowledge of the Reality ending in
realisation sublates Adhyasa or wrong notion
of the Reality. It cannot come within Adhyasa.

—Author.
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THE GIST OF THE BOCK
By U. Chandrasekharayya

Tae great seers of the Upanishads, having
annibilated Adhyasa in themselves, which
consists in one’s mistaken identification of the
Self (Atman) with the non-self (Anatman) and
of the non-self with the Self, have declared in
unmistakable terms that the Atman alone
existed in the beginning, and that there was
nothing else. This came to them as an
integral experience when they established
themselves in the witnessing conscious Self—
the noumenal reality behind the phenomenral
scene of the subject-object duality. In other
words, their declaration of there being only
one reality behind the apparent diversity of
creation is the outcome of their realisation of
the oneness of the individual self with Brahman
or the Absolute.

How does the cycle of samsara or our
earthly existence begin? Well, the question
is answered by Sri Gowdapadacharya and
Sri Shankaracharya. As the very first step,
as we find it, there is the concept of Jiva or
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the individual emerging in our consciousness.
This is perceptible to us inwardly as the
notions of “I” and ‘“mine”. Thereafter
follow a series of subjective and objective
diversifications in what 1s otherwise a homo-
geneous reality. It is stated by Sri Gowdapada
that one concocts things and opinions in
accordance with one’s Vidya or the state of
enlightenment. All kinds of activities—whether
mental or physical—take their origin from
this primary notion of one’s being the Jiva or
the individual. It is only after the manifestation
of the psyche in the form of " Iam > that we
even begin to philosophise : Even the postula-
tion of Mulavidya as the cause of creation, as
is held by certain commentators and thinkers,
becomes possible only after the mutual super-
imposition between the Atman and the body
is effected. This is exactly what Shankara
means when he says in his commentary on the
Brahmasutras (2.1.14):

““ The names and forms, called Maya,
which constitute the seed of the entire pheno-
menal existence, which are concocted by igno-
rance (Avidyakalpita), which are identical as
it were with the omniscient God, which can
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neither be termed as different or non-different
from Him are said to be Maya, Shaktior
Prakriti.> Thus it is concluded that Maya is
concocted by Avidya or Adyasa and that it
has no real existence. It is obvious that even
in the ordinary level of our understanding we
do not see anything like Maya rising up and
claiming, ‘“ Here I am! I am Maya ! » This
ougit to be so because, Maya is after all insen-
tient. It is the ignorant man who has confoun-
ded the self and the non-self that claims exis-
tence for Maya and says, ¢‘ Oh, this is Maya. ”
Therefore it is pointed out that Sri Vachaspathi
Misra’s position with regard to the doctrine cf
Maya that it is beginningless and is the cause of
Adhyasa etc., is untenable, inconsitant with
our experience and also opposed to Sankara’s
own position. Definoing Maya as a begin-
ningless and inexpressible entity amoun:s to
giving it the character of indestructibility even
on the rise of Self-knowledge.

If instead of an unqualified and impartite
Brahman, a Brahman qualified by Maya is
accepted as the cause of creation, the qualified
Brahman earns the status of the final realiy
by the logic of the cause being real and the
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effect unreal (38*4H), The cause is Brahman
and the effect is creation in this context
and the Suthra states the non-difference of
creation from Brahman, its cause. But how-
ever, when creation is viewed as distinct from
Brahman, as is done while we are in the state
of Adhyasa or Avidya it becomes a logical
necessity to postulate a cause other than
Brahman, in order to explain the phenomenon
of creation. That it is how the concept of
Maya came to be incorporated into the theory
of creation. The concept of Maya, it is impor-
tant to note, takes its origin in the human
mind (i. e. the Jiva, or the Adhyastha), which
has not yet realised the world as Brahman.
For one who has realised the meaning of the
Upanithadic dictum ¢Sarvam Khalvidam
Brahma ’, there exists neither the world, whose
status is no more than a superimposition
on Brahman, nor Maya, its so called cause, nor
the Jiva, who supposes the existence of Maya.
This conclusion is clearly stated in Shankara’s

statement '‘ &I W & WAT’ : <« That which
does not exist is Maya . Therefore it is but
fair, to hold the Nirguna Braman alone as the
cause of creation, if at all one wishes to seek a
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causal explanation of creation- For the
Omnipotent Brahman there is no need of
Mulavidya to bring about the creation which
is, properly speaking, not creation but a
manifestation of Itself.

If it be asked how the Nirguna (the
unqualified homogeneous) Brahman which is
devoid of all action be held as the cause of
the universe, the answer is as follows : It is the
ignorant who see the world with their senses.
It is through the instrumentation of the
sensorium that the world takes its birth, and
conversely, the senses are constitued by the
world. Therefore, how can the senses whose
cause the world is, deny the existence of the
latter ? This is constitutionally impossible for
them. Only those who have destroyed their
ignorance, that is, their sense of identification
of the body, mind etc.,, to the extent of
realising the absolute oneness of the Atman
and are firmly rooted in their own essential
being (Swaswaroopa) can see the non-existence
of the world and also declare it to be so. This
is never possible for such others whose
cognition is conditioned by the adjuncts of the

body, mind and senses.
11
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The votaries of Mulavidya or the advo-
cates of the doctrine of Original Ignorance
maintain that it is the Brahman-based
Mulavidya which transforms itself into the
world and therefore, if Brahman is said to be
the cause of the world, it is through Mulavidya
that Brahman becomes the cause and not
directly. In accordance with the position
taken by the Brahma Sutras viz., the non-
difference of the cause and effect, the world
as the effect is sublated into 1its cause,
Brahman, and therefore, the world is said to
be unreal. Thus the logic of the thesis here
is that the cause is real while the effect is
unreal. Now, by the same logic, if it be held
that Brahman qualified by this original
ignorance or Mulavidya is tne world-cause,
then the qualified Brahman assumes the status
of the ultimate reality in Advaitha Vedanta.
This is, on the face of it,absurd. The natural
corollary to this conclusion is that there is no
way now open to attain the unqualified
Brahman, or Pure Consciousness.

Not only no one experiences the preserce
of Mulavidya in Sushupthi or deep sleep, but
everyone, having experienced Sushupthi, makes
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on waking such statements as ‘‘I knew
nothing », ¢ I enjoyed myself in sleep . The
Upanishad also says “The seer continues to see
though there is nothing to look at”. The
meaning is “I am still capable of seeing, but
there is nothing second to myself there.
Therefore when I say I didn’t see anything, it
only refers to the absence of the seen or the
object ’. The Mulavidya-vadins however say-
let it be noted that they say this by inference
and pot by experience,— that Mulavidya
subsists continuously through all the three
states of consciousness viz, waking, dreaming
and sleeping. It is clear that inference cannot
be applied to negate what is given as a uni-
versal experience.

Sri Vachaspathi Misra admits the plurality
of the Jivas as well as the plurality of Avidya.
Well, if plurality of Avidya is accepted, it
ought to lead to the concept of the plurality of
the Jivas, How then could there arise the
knowledge of the one, secondless Atman while
there exist a number of Jivas conditioned by a
number of Avidyas ? Such a knowledge can
never arise if VachaspathiMisra’s stand is
admitted. In the absence of this knowledge
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of the oneness of the Atman, there can be no
salvation or Moksha either. If it is contended
that Moksha is possible even on such a
premise, it should ‘be admitted that it is not
Samyagnana but Mithyagnana i,e., theillusion
of having attained true knowledge.

How Sushupthi is to be reckoned asa
state devoid of particularised knowledge ?

If there was particularisation of cognition
as denoted in such expression as °this’ or
‘ that ’, it should have been given to us in our
experience. But the experience of Sushupthi
tells us that the state is marked by a complete
absence of particularisation in coguition. If
Mulavidya was present in Sushupthi one
would recognise it as ° This is Mulavidya >
However nobody experiences any kind of
particularised knowledge in the state of

Sushupthi.

It is stated by Sri Shankaracharya that
Sushupti is characterised by a complete
cessation of distinctive formulations of our
cognitive faculty. He further says that even
this reckoning of the absence of particulari-
sation as the characteristic of Sushupti is done
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only on our transference into another state
like the waking and not in Sushupti itself. A
state in which such a self-awareness of having
no distinctive knowledge occurs, it should be
understood, is not the state of Sushupti. If
the presence of Mulavidya in Sushupti, which
would characterise it with specificity of
cognition (fgziafagA) Is asserted, it goes not

only against everybody’s experience, but even
contradicts the standpoint of Shankaracharya.
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of  Adhyatma Prakasha Karyalaya,
Holenarasipur of Karnataka State.

Who was an institution by himself in
disseminating Shankaracharya’s works. Asa
scholar of Adwaitha Philosophy Sri Swamiji is
a strict adherent to Shankara’s exposition of
Adwaita, and therefore to read Sri Swamiji is
to know Shankara in the original without the
risk of being strayed into the jungle of the
later commentaries.
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