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ihe Adhyatma Drakasha Karvalaus,
( ESTABLISHED 1920 )
HOLENARSIPUR-573211. (Hassan District)

{ BANGALORE BRANCH)
No. 68, IT Block, Subbarama Chetty Lay-out,
THYAGARAJANAGARA —  BANGALORE-560028.

An Institution to help the interpretation of Indin:.
Culture by stimulating the study and practice of
the Adhyatma Vidya — Philosophy and Religion in
its universal aspect — especially as revealed in the
Upanishads and allied literature.

1. Has so far published more than ONL
HUNDREED AND SIXTY BOOKS in Kannada,
English and Sanskrit.

2. Arranges for frequent DISCUSSIONS, DIS-
COURSES and PUBLIC LECTURES; VEDANTA
CLASSES in the morning form a regular feature.

3. Has a free-lending LIBRARY and a READ-
ING ROOM for the public.

4. Conducts a Kannada Monthly Magazine
called the “ADHYATMA PRAKASHA”, devoted to
Jiana, Bhakti and Vairagya.

5. Maintains a VEDANTIC COLLEGE for
training up model students for the dissemination of
Vedantic ideas.

or fullsy information please apply to the Sceretary.
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PREFACE

When approachied by Sri Vittala Sasti of Mysore,
the author of the present work, two factors dominated
my mind for undertaking to write this Preface. One
is the author himself, towards whom I have absolute
respect. And the second is the preblem he has taken up
to deal with in his work. I'iie latter 1s academic in
character, and any one who is cugaged, as T am in a
teaching profession, should naturally not ignore res-
ponding. The problem, as I sce, is of great import-
ance in the field of Advaita studics, and should rouse
interest universally in all those who mean scrious
thinking with/on Advaita.

The basic point at issue is the relevancy of the
concept of ‘Mulavidya’ ( ‘causal-igrorance’ or ‘root-
ignorance’), which has found for itself a place in the
historical tradition of the school associated with the
great name of Sri Sankaracharya, viz. Advaita, but
as understood through the two camps of his commen-
tators: Vivarana school originating from Padmapada’s
Panchapadika and Bhamati school originating from the
commentary of that name by Vachaspati Misra. It
has been the tradition to study Sri Sankara through
these interpreting schools of thought, the third being
the Vartika school of Sureswara. This school without
diverting from Sri Sankara either in thought or in
interpretation keeps close to the Master’s direct
exposition. And so, the problem, as such, assumes
its controversial dimension in the former two schools.

It was about half a century ago that the revered
scholar and thinker, the late Sri Satchidanandendra
Saraswati Swamiji of Holenarsipur, took up a signifi-
cant yet challenging perspective and contended thaj
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the original Advaita ph1]0<0phy as expounded by Sri
Sankara did not contain the notion of ‘Maulavidya’,
and its attribution to him by the two schools of

Vivarapa and Bhamati has been mainly responsible
not only for making one mistake Sri Sankara, but also

for weakening the philosophical position of Advaita
as a spiritual pursuit and a way of life. In fact it was
the ‘twist’ of these commentators, which gave rise,
incidentally, to the two formidable Vedantic schools
of Vivishtadvaita of Sri Ramanuja and Dvaita of
Sri Madhva.

The perspective of going back to Sankara, and

his faithful interpreter, i.e. Sureswara, to alleviate
the philosophical difficulties encountered by Advaita,
and to seek metaphysical solutions and spiritual reali-
sation, has been vigourously continued in the present
work by Sri Vittala Sastri, a great follower af the late
revered Swamiji.

To go back to Sri Sankara to understand Sri
Sankara and his Advaita is the soundest of the aca-
demic procedures, and however great and hoary the
historical tradition may be, the great Master and Sage

Sri Sankara himself must receive due attention of all
those who are after discovering the genuine springs of

and insights into ‘the truth of Non-dualism. The
approach has its own redeeming features. Tirst, we
are face to face with the Master speaking to us, and
seccond, we are freed from the complicated problems
which the tradition of Advaita gathered in its develop-
mental course, when, short of becoming a philosophi-
1.11 and spiritual endeavour, Advaita became a
linlectical warfare mostly dependmg on logical wit
nd acuteness. Some of the most important of the

illiculties that generally face a serious minded
Advaitin may be enumerated thus :
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(a) Acceptance of ‘Mnlavidya’, fundamentally
affecis, the non.dual or absolute position of Sri
Wankara. That ls, [t compromises basically with the
duallstic and reallstic trends, which Advaita seriously
contends. It has glven rlse even to the dual concepts
of the Ultimate as Nirguga and Saguga or Impersonal
and Personal Brahmans. To explain them away as
means to cater to the different levels of philosophical
and religious impulses, {s to mlss Sri Sankara's main
thesis ; that is, to cut asunder life, which is an integral
whole, and the Real, which is a unity,

(b) Not only it fails to answer the ‘origin’ of ‘life’
- and the ‘world of matter', but makes ‘liberation’ look
almost impossible, as against confirmations and evi-
dences tested and verified from an ‘existential’ situation
like ‘Sushupti’ or dreamless sleep. Further, the non-
metaphysical stand of Mulavidya’ has put the most
redéeming feature of ¢ jeevanmukti® to disrepute and has

led to its criticism by adversaries of Advaita. No
. grosser damage can,be done than this for a spiritual

realisation here and now.

(¢) Acceptance of the concept is so ‘unnatural ’ to
the metaphysical truth of Advaita, in that it demands
purely an empirical and mundane inquiry (whose origin
jtself is false) into the problems of the ‘locus’ and
‘object’ of ‘miilavidya’ and its subsidiary ‘tilavidya’.
This demand, it could easily be seen, has made Advaita
run into a dialectical quagmire or quicksand making
it impossible for one who accepts it to pull himself out.
One could see that it has given the problem a logical
but metaphisically false status. Much of Advaita
dialectics is preoccupied with the solutions of this
problem to no one’s satisfaction, much less of a non-
" advaitin. An inquisitive mind can easily see for
himself that che theistic Vedantas of Vi 'istadvaita and
" Dvaita have subjected Advaita to searching criticism
- on the stand it takes with regard to ‘avidya’, main and
gubsidiary, and finding their ‘locus’ and ‘objects’,
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Academically, or spiritually too, ‘it is of great
interest to ask, should one go on fighting a false battle,
or to correct an original mistake, thus paving the way
for the realization of absolute peace or liberation or
freedom thatis Self, which according to Advaita is
the Ultimate Reality ?

It is shown by the present author of the work,
and his ‘gury’, the late swamiji, that the initial mistake
lay in wrongly taking Sri S'ankara’s use of technical
terms, such as ‘vidya’, ‘avidya’, ‘adhyzsa’ and ‘maya’.
where no doubt could arise in Sri Sankara’s definition
of ¢ Vidya’ (¢f. Adhyasa Bhashya : ¢‘advivekena vastu-
svarapavadharanam vidyamahuk ’), all complications
arose when ‘avidya’, which he defined as ‘adhyasa’
or ‘mistaking the reality of its true nature’, was
mistaken. For Sri Sureswara °‘agrahasa’ is the base
for ¢ anyatha grahana’ or ‘taking a thing for what it is
not’. This is exactly an error of understanding, or
of non-discrimination between a thing and what it is
not, or which is the same thing as a mistaken trans-
ference of characteristics of one upon the other and
taking a thing for what it is not.

RN t

It should be easy to understand that this mistaken
mental estimation of an object, natural in a human
situation, is at the base of illegitimately foisting some-
thing on the Self that does not belong to it. It is this
mental aberration which conjures up the duality and
variety of names and forms, the source of which Sri
#ankara calls ‘maya’ deluding us to thinking the One
as many and the false as Real. To demand a further
base for an ‘incidental’ or ‘situational’ non-discrimis
natlon, which is -avidya’ or ‘agrahapa’ is to posit
or Institute & ‘root-cause’ behind these, and further



10

to make it cn-eval with the Self is the genesis of the
whole ‘misadventure’.

Sri Sankara clearly analyses the ‘natural’ or
‘situational’ problem, and shows a way out of
non-discrimination .or non-understanding (agrahara),
doubtful understanding (sa #saya), and illegitimate
transference (adhyasa), all of which he calls ‘avidya’
(ignorance) which, for him is misunderstanding. The
way is to stand under the lime-light of the Self or the
Witness, by analysing the span of one’s own experi-
ence. From this vantage position, as it were, all
mental aberrations and concoctions disappear, leaving
one in his original pure state of the ‘non-dual’ which
is the basis of all existence. Sri Sankara advocates
the technique of ‘listening’> to ‘sruti’ whose founda-
tional validity lies in experience of ‘anubhava’ of one’s
own being. For, ultimately what bestows validity to
the authority of the ‘vruti’ is the sclf-evident truth of
all being which constitutes one’s own Self in its pure
or transcendental state. The being of the Sclf is its
own expression, and sruii is to be understood as the
confirmation of the ‘inaudible expression’ of one’s
own being. It is being, it is luminosity, it is bliss.
And what the traditionally known ‘Jruti’ is able to do,
is to remind us that the anatman is not the Reality.
The restoration is not a new creation of our being,
and the awareness is not to obtain or earn a new be-
ing. Invitation is held out to any one by Advaita to
this ‘self-evident’ ‘existential’ truth (not in the
modern contemporary sense of the Existentialist),
provided one has a desire to get out of a tutored path,
and to look at himself, i.e., by turning attention
inward.
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The problem, it appears to me, is fundamental to
philosophy and life, and it behoves all to examine
the way Advaita has been made to run its course in
tradition and history, and to evaluate for himself the
dignity and freedom of the intuitive perspective or
standpoint that Sri Sankara took and has offered. to
the solution of the problem. :

With this preamble, which was necessary, let us
come to the present work. It originates asa ‘reply’
to another work, whose purport is evident by its title:
“ MtLAVIDYA-BHASHYAVARTIRKA-SAMMATA ” by a learns
ed scholar in the.lore, Sri K. Krishna Jois, The reply
of Sri S. Vittala Sastri aims to show as the title of
his work indicates : “ MoLAVIDYA-BHASHYAVARTIKA-
VIrRuDDHA ”, . .

It is one thing to say that the problems, hitherto
mentioned, arose out of mistaking Sri Sankara by his
chief commentators, and quite another thing to say
that Sri Sankara (in his own works on ‘Prasthana traya’)
and Sureswara (in his Vartikas) have themselves per-
mitted the use of such terminology as would give
rightful scope for the conception of ‘Malavidya’, and
that no exclusive fault could be laid at the doors of
the traditionally respected commentators. Sri Jois,
in his aforesaid work, has taken this latter stand, and
has thus shifted the basis of any controversy in this
regard to Sri Sankara and Sureswara themselves. This
in itself is interesting. However, Sri Sastri, in his
present work, counters point by point the contention
of the former, He shows, by implication, that the
oflort at foisting the gross error (of ‘milavidya’) com-
mitted by Vivarapa and Bhamati schools on Sri
wankara is a case of & scholar’s adkyzsa ! It should be
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said to the credit of Sri Sastri that the entire discus-
sion is carried on with a genuine academic spirit. He
adduces proper evidences for his stand from Sri
Sankara and Sureswara, while replying. He throws
much light on several points at issue, and clarifies
our understanding of the basic positions of Sri
Sankara and Sureswara.

In keeping with the high veneration he has
towards his ‘gury’ for all the inspiration and light
derived from him, Sri Sastri dedicated his work to
the memory of the late Satchidanandendra Saraswati
Swamiji.

A deep insight, such as is found in the work of
Sri Sastri, is sure to have its effect on the reader to
re-examine the whole Advaita dialectics in the light
of Sri Sankara. The book, it is believed, will have a
far-reaching impact on the philosophical world which
may still be desirous of knowing Sri Sankara and how
he presents his case. Indirectly, the work voices the
authentic views on the subject of the late Swamiji,
who worked and lived for understanding Sri Sankara
and none but Sri s'ankara.

U niversity of Mpysore, K. B. RAMAKRISHNA RAO
Mpysore, 16-10--75
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ADHYATMA PRAKKSH:,, KARYALAYA
HOLENARSIPUR. g;73211)
(Hassan District, KARNATg c-ai‘S'l‘ATl)

OUR ENGLISH BO XS . -
i
l Avasthatraya or The Unique Method of-rr 1Jand"

A valuable Introduction -to the study of Vidanta as
pure Philosophy.

2 Minor Works of Sri S’ankaracharya I3es TR

Here are 16 of the most popular h.v to translated
S'ankara with English translation. _° e interpret
o, ""m‘-
3 How to Recognize the Method of Vedauta ?' -
The first sustained attempt to reduce all the seeming’
various methods of the Upanishads to the only compii
hensive one. Contains a brief account of the Hiétory o:
Vedantic thought upto the time of Sarvajiatma Muni;

4 Vedanta or The Science of Reality '

By Sri K. A. Krishnaswamy Iyer, B.A., With a Fore-
word by Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, M.a. This is a work dealing
with the immediate Realization of Brahman by pure
reflection the witness of the three states. All Systems of
Thought, Eastern and Western, are examined to prove the
truths of Vedanta. Second Revised Edition by Sri Swami
Satchidanandendra Saraswati.

5-7. Suddha-S'asnkara-Prakriya-Bhaskara. ( Partg L II&IIT)
( Light on the Vedantic Method according to S'ankars )

Determining the real doctrine of the Upanishads accord-
ing to the tradition of Sarkara’s school.

\

. Salient Features of S’ankara’s Vedanta ..

Preser s matter and method of genuine S'ankara-Vedanta
in a smal compass. The references to original Texts and
classificat «n and consolidation of the most important
Upamshadxc teachings, would make this little book a usefull
companion to the Suddha-Sankara Prakriya-Bhaskara of the
same author. s
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9 Collected Works of * __.\"""ishnaswamy Iyer

This contains Le- .ures and Articles contributed to
various periodigals different occasions as well as the

unpublished writir  .f the author of “Vedanta or The Science
of Reality ",

10 S’ankara’s 7" .cation of Certain Vedar:ic Concepts

b .
This ¥ Ok cains a systematic account of the clarifi-
cationof “.rtain yedantic concepts as presented in Sankara’s
classical writings, especially in his Siitra-Bhashya.

AR B -».. Vedanta
= :onnected account of the important and the
. » ¢as in the ‘Vedantas’ or the Upanishads and the

..-.nod of approach adopted in placing them before the
.enquirer.

) The Vision of Atman

. Tke book contains the following subjects: (1) The
Atman to be scen. (2) Reflection and Reason. {3) Nidi-
dhyasana as the continued practice of Sravana and Manana.
4) Manana further explained. (5) Nididhyasana, Upasana
and Yoga. (6) Are Sravana and other means enjoined ?
(7) Relative Importance of the three means.

13 Ishavasyopanishad

With the commentary of Sri S'ankarachirya. English
Translation by Sri Swami Satchidanandendra Saraswati,
with Introduction, Notes, Appendix and an Index.

14 Intuition of Reality

“ Another masterpiece from the pen of Sri Swami
Satchidanandendra Saraswati. The Swami has very ably
illustrated how Vedantic knowledge is not mere cubtle
intellectualism, but it is an intuition of Reality, arising
through Divine Grace. The writer has incidentally refuted
the oft-repeated assertion that S'arnkara’s Philosophy is an
out-and-out Rationalistic system and that he has provided
no place for Isvara in his Advaita Philosophy.

A very valuable addittion to the lore of Advaita
Vedanta, in English, ”’ —  Kamakoti Vani.
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15 Mis-Conceptions about Shaifkara

“TItis the lot of supermen to be misunderstood. Their.:
thoughts are too subtle to be clearly comprehended by lesser"
lights. The author of this small book has done a big job,
bringing together the several misconceptions about S ankara:
and showing how these m1sconccpnonsi§rg‘sc and in what1
ways the misconceptions are quite unsound. Useful C\ccerpts'
from original texts are given where they will serve the
clucidation. To earnest students of Sankara this book is
found to be of much help in the task of rightly grasping
Cankarite ideas.  The author rightly adyj
students to read the original in preferencs; ,
matter and follow the principle, ‘Let S'ankara
yanka1a' and be convinced that S'ankara’s teaching com

lends, assimilates and transcends all genuine truths of|
Dwaitic systems. »

Quite a number of Vedantic points on which faultv
ideas persist instudents get touched upon and rendered clear
in this very serviceable book.”’ ~— Vedanta Kesari.

16 The Upanishadic Approach to Reality

“In this book the author describes in seven short!
chapters, the Wisdom of the Upanishads, quoting extensively
from the Principal Upanishads and the Bhashyas (commen-
taries) of S'ankara whom he follows closely in his interpre-
tations. In the last chapter the author refers briefly to
Post-S'ankara Vedantins and their divergence on certain
points - such as the locus of avidya (ignorance), the nature
of Moksha (liberation) etc., from the teachings of S'ankara.
The book is written in a lucid style and is casily under-
standable.” — Dr. N. L. SHRINIVASA,

Retd, Profr. of Philosophy, Ujjain,

For current price list please apply to :

ADHYATMA PRAKASHA KARYALAYA
HOLENARSIPUR (573211)
(Flassan Dist,, Karnataka, Southern Railway)



ihe Adhyatma Drakasha Karvalaua,
‘ ( ESTABLISHED 1620 )
HOLENARSIPUR-573211. (Hassan District)

( BANGALORE BRANCH )
No. 68, II Block, Subbarama Chetty Lay-out,
THYAGARAJANAGARA —  BANGALORE-560028.

An Institution to help the interpretation of Indi~:.
Culture by stimulating the study and practice of
the Adhyatma Vidya — Philosophy and Religion in
its universal aspect —— especially as revealed in the
Upanishads and allied literature.

1. Has so far published more than ON.
HUNDRED AND SIXTY BOOKS in Kannada,
English and Sanskrit.

2. Arranges for frequent DISCUSSIONS, DIS-
COURSES and PUBLIC LECTURES; VEDANTA
CLASSES in the morning form a regular feature.

3. Hasa free-lending LIBRARY and a READ-
ING ROOM for the public.

4. Conducts a Kannada Monthly Magazine
called the “ADHYATMA PRAKASHA”, devoted to
Jiana, Bhakti and Vairagya.

5. Maintains a VEDANTIC COLLEGE for
training up model students for the dissemination of
Vedantic ideas.

iror fuller information plrase apply to the Seciretary.



